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Mgssage from our Pastor

Just as a point of reference, three years ago, we as a
country, world and local faith community were still in
the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic. We had not
worshipped in the sanctuary for about 4-5 months and
we were just resuming worshipping in person.
Obviously, we had safety precautions in place with
distancing and masking, but we were together. We were
also in the process of having the new camera system
installed in the sanctuary to enhance our livestream
capabilities. What a blessing this new system has been.

We have come a long way since that time 3 years ago and
there is a sense of normalcy. In-person worship has still
not recovered or come back from what it was pre-covid.
Our winter visitor worshiping community has come back
steadily but still lagging. We have seen a significant
increase in livestream attendance and many of the other
ways that we reach out into our community with social
media are seeing either steady or modest increases in
participation. Many of our home bound members are
truly grateful for the opportunity to still have the weekly
worship connection with us. That is only a small portion
of the people we are reaching. Many of our winter
visitors tune in regularly as well as many former
members who have moved away.

Retiring the debt has also been “a positive” for the
congregation as we seem to have a much better revenue
stream with weekly offerings. Removing a monthly
obligation of $6,000 toward debt reduction lifted a great
burden from our operating expenditures. The online or
electronic giving and the use of ACH bank processing has
also provided for a convenient way for people to support
the ongoing ministry here at Mount Olive.
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Mount Olive Lutheran Church

2170 Havasupai Blvd. Lake Havasu City,

AZ 86403
September 2023 No. 823

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FELLOWSHIP,
SERVICE, and EDUCATION

Currently we offer
Worship

Saturday 5:00pm Traditional

Sunday 8:00am Traditional
10:00am Contemporary

Live Stream 8:00am & 10:00am

Visit our website mtolc.com. There are links for
Facebook and YouTube. Both of them allow you
to watch the service “live” or at a later time.
Communion is available on “live” participation.

Family Fellowship 3rd Monday 6:00 pm
Al-Anon Monday at 7:00pm
Men’s Fellowship Tuesday at 9:00am
Prayer Shawls 2nd Tuesday 10:00am
Outreach (Library) ond Tuesday 6:00pm
Gospel Guys TBD
Chancel Choir TBD
Ladies Ensemble TBD
Quilters Thursdays at 8:00am
TOPS Fridays at 8:00am
TOPS Saturday at 8:00am
Praise Band Saturday at 9:00am
Sunday School TBD
LISTEN

KNLB FM 91.1 knlb.com
“Winds through the Olive Trees”

Sunday mornings at 9 am
“The Lutheran Hour” Sunday at 10 am




2023-2024 Mount Olive Council Liaisons
Shelly Hales......... President

Jim Day...............Vice President
Susan Leifer......... Secretary...Liaison.......c..ccceeue.. PG&E

Colleen Klatt....Treasurer.....Liaison...Family Fellowship

Karol Falsetti.............. [IF T1-Yo] | O, Worship
Mike Flesher.............. LiaisoN....cccceeirrnnncnnnnnens Property
Mary Hawkins........... Liaison............Family Fellowship
Hannah Joy................Liaison......... Christian Education

Kris Kidder.................. Liaison......cceeeeeerennanene Personnel

Craig Medhaug........... LiaisoN...cccceevrecnnccnnnnnns Outreach

Ernie Swanson............LIAISON.......cceveiicsicinninccnnnnnn TBD

Craig Corbin......ccccceeverevcrrnennccnnnnes The Church

Message from our Pastor

Pastoral {ets
In Person Worship Hours
5:00 pm Saturday - Traditional
In Person & Live Stream
Worship Hours

8:00am Sunday Traditional
10:00am Sunday Contemporary

The Worship Center open during
business hours and worship.

Office open 9am —3pm Monday—Friday
Pastor is available by phone
715-338-2325
Office 928-855-2299
Wanda 928-716-3556
Jenifer 928-662-8764

cont’d pg. 1

As we move into the month of September, I will be away for some much-needed time off with another
trip to the great north country of Minnesota and Ontario, Canada. Golfing and fishing will be the
order of the day and the week when I am away with some of my former camp director comrades.

We have the special congregational meeting on Sunday, Sept. 17th following the 10:00 worship. We
will be deciding on a by-law change to have one annual meeting per year. If the by-law change is
enacted we will be moving to a one annual meeting format in December each year, where the annual
budget will be approved and church council members will be elected along with board members for
the Planned Giving and Endowment Board. A nominating committee will also be elected at the

meeting on the 17t if the by-law change is approved.

Looking forward to increased activity around the parish with choir, committees, confirmation,
quilters, crafters, wood workers, small group gatherings, book study group, bible study and the
return of many of our members who have been away for the summer months. Morning coffee on

Wednesdays returns in October.

Grace and Peace, Pastor Craig




Septem ber 10)Andrew Govan 24)Lenny Matzdorff
Lois Hansen Chuck Michalski
Bl rthd qYs wev’ 11)Zack Melvin Joseph Woischke
1) Linda Riesdorph i 13)Karter Ada 25)Rebecca Pehling
3) Laurie Schmaltz Leah Schneider Amber Romm
Butch Shaffer 14)Marshall Ronningen 26)Thomas Meehan
4) Delores Catel 15)Deborah Braden 28)Amy Barney
Susan Lamb Lori Coughlin Ambur Salter
Kadence McAfee 17)Marilynn Feine Shirley Yates
5) Jim Bayles 20)Jeff Lynnes 29)Chase Clark
Maxine Benoit Vijette Saari Barbara Hanson
Cindy Michalski 21)Greg Malone Sharon Petrungaro
Sharon Powers 22)Lennie Hart-Hawkins Kathy Sporre
=) Walt Lamb 23)Paul Abram 30)Kohen McAfee
Brian McAfee Andy Camou
8) Sara Jones Bud Hawkins
Bree Karlin

Mark your calendars

The family of Bill and Janice Dewey would like to request your
presence on Sunday, October 8, 2023 from 12p to 2pm in the
Parish Hall.

Bill and Janice will be celebrating their 65th wedding anniversary
on October 19, 2023. A light lunch will be served. Stop by and
celebrate with them. 0

Mount Olive Quilters:

Starting Thursday, September 7, 2023, the quilters will resume in the Parish Hall from 8:30am to
11:30am.

Come and join us: There is something for everyone to do and to also have great fellowship.

September Readings
September 2 & 3: Jeremiah 15: 15-21; Romans 12: 9-21; Matthew 16: 21-28; Psalm 26: 1-8
September 9 & 10: Ezekiel 33: 7-11; Romans 13: 8-14; Matthew 18: 15-20; Psalm 119: 33-40
September 16 & 17: Genesis 50: 15-21; Romans 14: 1-12; Matthew 18: 21-35; Psalm 103: [1-7]8-13
September 23 & 24: Jonah 3: 10—4:11; Philippians 1: 21-30; Matthew 20: 1-16; Psalm 145: 1-8




The Friendship Café
OPEN

otes

Sunday, 7am to 12pm

Bible Study Wednesdays
Wednesday 1:00pm Lakeview Room Starting
October 4, 2023
September 6, 2023 8am to 10am
September 20, 2023

Come join your friends for a
| cup of coffee and more.

Starting October 4, 2023 Bible Study will be
held weekly in the Lakeview Room Address Updates

No Bible Study on Mike Flesher—remove landline 928-855-3429

Lee Nord—1325 Los Villas Way, Escondido, CA 92026
November 22, 2023 or

I‘I‘I‘I‘I‘I‘I‘I‘I‘I‘I‘I‘I‘I‘I“ - %
In memory of Frances Bertles to the

BrRAVER o |
SHAWLMINISTRY

The prayer shawl group will meet on
Tuesday, September 12th at 10:00 am in the
Fireside Room. All are welcome to join us!
We have people available to teach you if you're
interested in learning how to knit or crochet.
So many people have been blessed through
this ministry!

Herb & Pam Anderson delivered
items to the City of Hope,
Ronald McDonald House and
Phoenix Children’s Hospital.
They all were happy and
grateful to receive the items.

The City of Hope could use hats
for their patients.

Thank you for the beautiful
work that has been turned in. It
is greatly appreciated.

Enjoy your Labor Day weekend and the fall
weather which hopefully isn’t too far away!

Kathy Sporre




TR

Looking for volunteers to help in the
Friendship Café on Sunday mornings and
possibly Wednesday during the winter
months.

Contact Janice Dewey if you are interest-
ed in volunteering

028-764-3758 Home
928-733-8234 Mobile
928-764-3331 Work
Email: wedjfd@yahoo.com

FRIENDSHIP CAFE---again in the month of
September we are featuring Christian books on the
tables from our own Church Library. Please feel
free to check out one of them or go into the Library
(to the left of Pastor's office) and get one or two
from there. The books on the table have
Instructions in them and the Library also has
instructions on the table on the left wall Enjoy
reading your book!!

Altar Guild
Looking for Volunteers

We are looking to expand our Altar Guild volunteer
roster.

If you have a friend or family member that you
would like to spend a bit of time together each week
for a month or two during the year, consider joining
the Altar Guild.

Contact Janice Dewey if you are interested.
928-764-3758 Home

928-733-8234 Mobile

928-764-3331 Work

wedjfd@yahoo.com - Email



Hualapai Picnic Update

by Unknown The Hualapai picnic has been rescheduled for next year due to

other scheduled events that limit our resources and the ability of many members to
attend the event. We plan to hold a “Welcome Fall’ Potluck picnic in the Parish Center on
Saturday September 30" from 1130 to 3PM with fun, food and fellowship close to home
that will not limit the congregation from attending other events scheduled on Sept 23™.
Please look for more information. We plan to return to the Hualapai Mountains next year
to enjoy the cool weather and our Saturday Church service. We apologize for this change
in plans but wish to allow everyone to enjoy all the wonderful events offered.

Trunk or Treat is coming to our church on October 31 430PM to 730PM.
We are looking for a few ghosts and ghouls to volunteer to decorate
their trunks and join in the fun! Set up will begin at 330PM and there
will be prizes for the best decorated trunks as well as one for just par-
ticipating. If you can’t attend, you can always help by donating candy.
We will also be collecting candy for the event. Look for our basket in the
Narthex or you can drop it off in the office in September and October. It
is always a fun event and hope you can join us!


http://picnicwithants.com/tag/hearing-loss/page/6/
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Bible Quiz

Let’s have some fun to see how well

we know the Bible.

Answers will be posted in the next

1)

2)

3)

1)

2)

3)

issue of the Olive Branch

Questions!

This month’s questions:

Who was the first person to experience physical
death? Genesis 4:8

Jesus said that if you love Him to keep His
John 14:15

Which tribe of Israel had the responsibility for
removing the Ark of the Covenant? Deutoronomy 10:8

Answers from last month’s questions:

From Exodus 2, who became a fugitive after killing an
Egyptian? Exodus 2: 11-15—Moses

From Proverbs, “The of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom. Proverbs 9:10—Fear

What prophetess of about eighty-four years of age
approached Mary and Joseph and thanked God for
the infant Jesus? Luke 2: 33-38—Anna, daughter of
Phanuel of the tribe of Asher
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HOLIDAY RESALE VOLUNTEER MEETING
will be Sunday September 10th after the
10:00am church service in the Lake View
Room. Our sale is coming up with set-up on
Tuesday and Wednesday Oct.3-4 and the sale
days are Thursday, Friday and Saturday

Oct. 5-7. See you there for shift sign-up!!

Any questions contact Barbara Hanson 928-
208-8551

Sy |

Holiday Resale

The Holiday Boutique has a new name: HOLIDAY
RESALE. A better description of what it is !!

So if you are spending these HOT days cleaning
out closets or your garage we will be collecting
your Holiday items on October 3-4 Tuesday or
Wednesday from 8am to 2 pm at the Fireside
door facing the parking lot. So mark your
calendar.

Remember it's Valentines, St. Patrick's, Easter,
Halloween (including costumes), Thanksgiving,
and of course Christmas. Any Holiday clothing
also. Looking forward to lots of wonder-

ful treasures.

Any questions please call Barbara Hanson at 928-
208-8551.




Happy Work Anniversary

" While interviewing Sharon Harvey, I asked her what her favorite
Bible verse was and why. This is what she told me, “I’ve always
liked that verse in Proverbs 25:11, ‘Like apples of gold in settings of
silver is a word spoken in right circumstances’ (NASB). Another
version puts it this way, ‘A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in
settings of silver’ (NKJV). The visual picture is unusual and
striking...gold apples on a silver platter. The way this verse features
the power of words has always fascinated me. Certainly, we wish to
say an appropriate word at the right time. Certainly, we hope that
our lives could be like well-placed flowers in a vase not just shoved
into a container without much thought. Words are so important,
and we all need help to say things as we ought.”

8 Eloquent and thoughtful words from our Choir Director! Having
Sh aron H arvey had the pr1v1}ege of attending -Blble studies mth Sharon in the past,
one of the things I remember is her encouraging us to look at any
. . Bible verse from different angles, from different Bible versions, and
Ch(,)l,r DlI‘eCtOI‘., how that can help us clarify God’s meaning behind his words. Not
Traditional Service only is Sharon a gifted musician, she is also a great teacher of the
Bible. Please help us congratulate her on her anniversary as a
trusted employee of Mount Olive!

Christian Education Committee is seeking a new chairperson. Amy Conway
has faithfully served for more than g years! Christian Education supports adult bible studies,
book studies, men’s and women's groups, family education, programs for parents, and educa-
tion for youth and young children, all aspect of Christian education in all stages of life. We need
your support and leadership skills. Please consider your abilities and talents to lead this minis-
try. Commitments are limited to one meeting per month where the group will discuss education
offerings and report on the progress of each program as well as bring new ideas for ministry and
educational programs or support best suited to our congregation its needs and growth. You will
find a dedicated base of committed volunteers and you will not be alone, we work as a team for
the support of each member!




Happy Work Anniversary

Kevin Jackson

Praise Band
Director

When I asked Kevin if there was anything he’d like the congregation to know about him, he was
very open and honest in telling his story. We all know that simply being raised Lutheran doesn’t
necessarily mean our lives will be easy, but we do know that our faith teaches us that God will
always be with us! Kevin had drifted into a path of alcohol, drugs and eventually prison. While in
prison, God spoke to Kevin telling him that he was going to serve God...either behind those prison
walls or in front of them. He also met a “fallen preacher” in prison that prophesied to Kevin that
he would “Go to the desert and change the church”. Kevin didn’t live in the desert, he lived in the
L.A. area in California, so after being released from prison, he returned home and joined a church
where he was given the opportunity to play music for the children...every once in a while. He
didn’t feel this was exactly what God meant by “Changing the church”. He eventually came to
Lake Havasu visiting his friend (and ours!), Vereen White. Vereen kept encouraging Kevin to
come to Mount Olive. After a long while, he finally did and was encouraged by Marcella, our
Choir Director at the time, and Pr. Jim Price to help start a contemporary music service. As the
contemporary service grew and became successful, Pr. Jim told Kevin that he had, “Come to the
desert and changed the church!”...the very same words prophesied to Kevin years ago!
Confirmation that Kevin knew he was following the path God had in store for him by living his
favorite Bible verses from Joshua Chap. 1, “Be of good courage and do not be afraid!”. I think
those of us that have been blessed by Kevin’s musical talents would agree! When you see Kevin,
please congratulate him on his 11t anniversary at Mount Olive!



™

- NETWORKIABLE

Social Capital for the Common Good.
A MODEL OF OPEN TABLE INC.

UPDATE: Network Tables for Child Care Centers Expansion in Arizona

In our final Network Table update, we'd like to share a little more about where Open Table is
headed with network tables for child care centers. We'd like to highlight what is coming for
Lake Havasu!

As noted in February, our success has helped Open Table receive grants to support additional ta-
bles in Arizona. Ten tables in Phoenix and five tables for various locations in the state are in vari-
ous planning stages. Open Table partnered with Zion Institute ( )in
South Phoenix. Zion Institute’s mission is to help South Phoenix communities break the cycle of
generational poverty by partnering with service organizations, small businesses, and other com-
munity members. Open Table trained a network table to support two new child care centers
who are being mentored by Zion Institute: Much Moore Academy and Imagination Learning
Center. Much Moore plans to open soon and Imagination Learning Center received their license
mid-August. Their Network Table is hard at work, helping them move ahead.

The grant application submitted by Open Table to Lake Havasu City was accepted earlier this
year. Open Table received a grant to support five more tables in Lake Havasu! The Open Ta-
ble team is planning table recruiting events and outreach to the local child care centers. The new
network tables may be church-based, community organization-based, or made up of any inter-
ested community individuals. Please pray for the expansion of network tables in our commu-
nity. If you are interested in participating or know anyone you think may be interested, please
have them contact Kim Corbin

Thank you, Mount Olive members, for your support of this vital community ministry! We
are grateful for your partnership and prayers.

Jen Clark, Kim Corbin, Shelly Hales, Kelly Hays-Thorson, Kris Kidder, Rita Kidder, Susan Leifer, and
Linda Paquette.

Network Table is a trademark of Open Table, Inc., and is used with permission.

Submitted by Kim Corbin
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Frogram & (_ommunication Managcr
September 2023

I hope you find your September filled with blessings and JOY as we move closer to fall! Many of our winter visitors will
begin arriving between September and October, please join me in prayers for safe travels and good health for them all.
The event page of our website is bursting with activities as the weather cools. There are several updates on current events
and newsworthy happenings for our congregation. Make sure to check often as new things are added regularly!

Common Monthly Activities:

Men’s Fellowship Tuesdays at 9 am in the Library

Craft’n Friends Thursdays from 1-4 pm in the Parish Hall

Choir groups are back in session Thursdays beginning at 5:00 pm

Prayer Shawl meets on September 12th at 10 am in the Fireside Room

Outreach meets on September 12th at 6 pm in the Library

Council meets on September 19th at 7 pm in the Lakeview room

Bible Study with Janet Pippin on September 6th and 20th at 1 pm in the Lakeview Room
SPECIAL NOTICES:

There is a Special Congregational meeting on September 17th at 11:15 after the 10 am Worship service. The congregation
will be voting to approve or deny a request to have one annual meeting per year.

Christian Education Board is looking for a new Chairperson! We hope you will prayerfully consider this call to
mission in our ministry.

Confirmation classes start this month! Welcome youth, we are excited to celebrate your faith journey with you!

The Hualapai Picnic has been postponed until next year, in lieu of the picnic in the mountains we
are happy to Welcome the Fall Season with you here at Mount Olive on September 30th in the
Parish Hall from 11:30 am to 3 pm. There will be games, fun, fellowship, and food! This is an an-
nual potluck event and we encourage you to bring a dish to pass.

Are you struggling with live streams? Can’t get Facebook to work or are missing notifications? Please call Jenifer Clark in
the office at 928-855-2299 or on her cell phone at 928-662-8764 for assistance.

Here is a friendly reminder if Facebook isn’t working for you you can also access the direct link to YouTube right from our

webpage! o Look for this icon at the top and bottom of our web page for easy access.

Please continue to visit our website www.mtolc.com to see the latest news, events, updates, and more! Always on Face-
book, Instagram, LinkedIn, and YouTube!

September 2023 Sunday School

= = -
Sunday school meets at 10:15 am on Sundays in the Nursery. For any questions, to register or volunteer please contact
Jen Clark at event@mtolc.com or 928-662-8764

Jenifer Clark
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Hunger Awareness Month

Support your local Food Bank by bringing non-
perishable canned goods to the Worship
Center on Saturday evenings or Sunday

mornings. ltems can be dropped off Monday
thru Friday from 9:00AM to 3:00PM at the
Church office.

If you would prefer to donate by check, please

make your check payable to:

Havasu Community Health Foundation and put

Food Bank |

\
in the memo line \‘ ,‘
¥

= W\
?Fcrod/ Bank N

]I F Havasu Community Health Foundation



MOUNT OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Council Meeting Minutes
July 18, 2023

Call to Order: President Shelly Hales called to order the regular meeting of the Mount Olive Lutheran Church
Council at 7:00 pm on July 18, 2023 in the Lakeview Room.

In Attendance: Shelly Hales, Jim Day, Susan Leifer, Pastor Craig, Jeff Bodnar Jr., Karol Falsetti, Mary
Hawkins, Hannah Joy and Kris Kidder.

Devotions and Opening Prayer: Pastor Craig led us in opening prayer. Susan Leifer shared a devotion.

Additions to the Agenda: Shelly Hales recognized Jeff Bodnar, Jr. and thanked him for his service on
Council. Congratulations to Jeff who was hired as our Church custodian. As a paid employee, he can no
longer serve on Council and was dismissed from the meeting. Shelly Hales then called for any additions to
the agenda. Jim Day asked that the new Council position opening and Council nominating committee be
added to New Business. Mary Hawkins moved to accept the agenda as amended. Karol Falsetti seconded.
Motion carried.

Minutes from the Last Meeting: Shelly Hales called for any corrections or additions to the June 20, 2023
minutes. Although not a correction, Kris Kidder raised a question about the Bookkeeping position being
exempt from a formal job description because it IS a paid position at this time. She will bring it up again at
the next meeting of the Personnel Committee. Pastor Craig noted an error in the spelling of Jesse and Jen’s
last name. Jim Day moved to approve the minutes as corrected. Kris Kidder seconded. Motion carried.

Correspondence: Jim Day stated that two thank you notes were received by the Woodshop. The hospital
wrote to thank them for the new altar for their chapel. The Clothes Closet thanked them for the new
shelving.

Financials: Jim Day presented the financial reports for June 2023. Month to date we show a deficit of ap-
proximately $3,100. Year to date we are to the good by approximately $7,425. Shelly Hales pointed out that
June’s Network Table restricted fund shows a balance of $125. This fund was to be closed and all monies
moved to Vacation Bible School. Jim reported that the May 2023 balance for the Liberia Fund was not
carried forward to June’s report. Jim also presented the May 2023 restricted fund report with a minor
correction to Outreach. Kris Kidder moved to accept the reports as corrected. Hannah Joy seconded. Motion
carried.

Coffee with the Council Update: Mary Hawkins gave feedback from July’s Coffee with Council. No
concerns were voiced. Saturday evening service members appreciated the initiative Mary took to arrive be-
fore the service to be available for any concerns they may have. Thank you, Mary!

Consent Agenda: Shelly Hales moved to accept the consent agenda with the following reports received:
Columbarium, Outreach, Pastor’s Report, Planned Giving & Endowment and Program & Communications
Manager. Shelly Hales noted that Network Table should be removed the list. Jim Day moved to accept the
consent agenda. Kris Kidder seconded. Motion carried.
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MOUNT OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Council Meeting Minutes
July 18, 2023

Unfinished Business:

Audit Committee: Tabled.

Long Range Planning: Tabled.

Window for Front Office: Scott Calloway (church attendee) will install, but will wait until the weather
cools.

By-Laws Update: Shelly Hales will draft a letter to mail to the congregation no later than thirty days
prior to the Sept. 17™ special meeting.

New Business:

Holiday Boutique Fundraiser: The annual fundraiser has been renamed “Holiday Resale”. Jim Day
moved to approve the fundraiser as submitted. Karol Falsetti seconded. Motion carried.

Nominating Committee: Shelly Hales, Marky Hawkins, Kris Kidder and Karol Falsetti will have
fulfilled their terms at the end of this year. The nominating committee to recruit their
replacements currently consists of Shelly Hales and Kris Kidder (fulfills the requirement that 2
outgoing council members sit on the committee). Shelly Hales will recruit 3 members from the
congregation to fill the remaining openings. The committee must be in place for a vote by the
Sept. 17" special meeting.

Council Seat Vacated by Jeff Bodnar: Jim Day moved to leave the position vacant (as provided for in
our constitution) until the general election in December of this year. At that time we will vote for
4 members to serve a 3 year term and 1 replacement member to serve a 2 year term. Karol
Falsetti seconded. Motion carried.

Call to the Congregation: Wanda Shockley needs the details/information for the upcoming Sept. 17" special
meeting by Thursday July 20" in order for it to be included in the August Olive Branch.

Walk on Items: None

Motion to Adjourn: Shelly Hales moved to adjourn. Mary Hawkins seconded. Motion carried. President
Shelly Hales adjourned the meeting at 7:45p.m. The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Next meeting: August 15, 2023

Minutes submitted by: Susan M Leifer
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