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OPPORTUNITIES  FOR FELLOWSHIP, 
SERVICE, and EDUCATION  

Currently we offer 
Worship  

Saturday 5:00pm Traditional 

Sunday 8:00am Traditional 

                            10:00am Contemporary 

Live Stream  8:00am Traditional 

                            10:00am Contemporary 
 

Visit our website mtolc.com. There are links for 
Facebook and YouTube. Both of them allow you 
to watch the service “live” or at a later time. 
Communion is available on “live” participation. 

 

Family Fellowship                 3rd Monday 6:00 pm 

Al-Anon                       Monday 7:00pm 

Men’s Fellowship                      Tuesday at 9:00am 

Prayer Shawls                 2nd Tuesday 10:00am 

Outreach (Library)               2nd Tuesday 6:00pm 

Bible Study               Wednesday at 1:00pm  

Bell Choir                                As Needed 

Gospel Guys                    Thursday, Sept 8 at 5:00pm 

Chancel Choir             Thursday, Sept 8 at 5:30pm 

Ladies Ensemble       Thursday, Sept 8 at 6:30pm 

Quilters                Starts Thursday, Sept 8th 8:30am 

PITS                        Thursday, 6:30pm  

Praise Band                                  Saturday  at 9:00am  

BE BOLD                        Sunday @ 9:15am 

Sunday School                              Sunday @ 10:15am 

 

                         

LISTEN  

KNLB FM 91.1 knlb.com                                          
“Winds through the Olive Trees”  

Sunday mornings at 9 am   

“The Lutheran Hour” Sunday at 10 am 
 

 

Message from our Pastor  
 

Recently, I have been reading some excerpts and stories     

from the Alcoholics Anonymous Big Book.   The story that 

caused me to take  a moment to reflect is one in which the  

person writes, “I read everything I could about this disease.  I   

had access to a good medical library, but after a while, I       

realized…..All that I need to know about it, what would help 

me get sober, help me recover, I could learn in A.A.”    

She further reflected about her experience with the meetings, 

she wrote, “The slogans on the walls, which at first made me 

shudder, began to impress me as truths I could live by:  ‘One 

Day at a Time.’  ‘Easy Does It.’  ‘Keep It Simple.”  ‘Live and Let 

Live.’  ‘Let Go and Let God.’  ‘The Serenity Prayer.” 

These slogans “began to impress me as truths I could live by.”  

The simple truth is, all we have is the gift of today.  There are 

no guarantees we will be alive tomorrow.  As people of faith 

we live our lives, “by grace through faith,”  and we trust that 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ leads us in the ways in 

which we are meant to journey on any particular day through 

the gift of the Holy Spirit. Our lives are lived, “one day at a 

time.”   It goes without saying that we continue to hope, dream 

and have aspirations for more days and more  opportunities to 

steward our lives, nurture our relationships, be open to future 

relationships and future service, hospitality, and ministry  

possibilities.  Right now, we have today, with all the           

opportunities, challenges and blessings that come our way.   

The Serenity Prayer certainly helps us to keep our lives and           
relationships in perspective.  “God, grant me the serenity to 
accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the 
things I can and the wisdom to know the difference.  Living 
one day at a time.  Accepting hardships as the pathway to 
peace.  Taking, as Jesus did the sinful world as it is, not as I 
would have it.  Trusting that he will make all things right if I 
surrender to His will; that I may be reasonably happy in this 
life, and supremely happy with Him forever.”                      
Reinhold Niebuhr   

cont’d pg2 
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                                      Pastoral Acts 

Baptisms: Remy Bingle & Jordan Melvin 
 

In Person Worship Hours 
5:00 pm Saturday - Traditional 

 

In Person & Live Stream  
Worship Hours 

 

 8:00 am Sunday - Traditional 

10:00 am Sunday - Contemporary  

The Worship Center open during business 
hours and worship. 

Office open 9am –3pm Monday—Friday 

Pastor is available by phone 715-338-2325 

Office 928-855-2299 

Wanda 928-716-3556 

Jenifer 928-662-8764 

 

 2021-2022  Mount Olive Council Liaisons 

Jim Day….………………………………......President 

Butch Shaffer ……................................Vice-President 

Steve Philo…………………………………..Treasurer 

Shelly Hales………………………………….Secretary  

Mike Flesher……….Liaison….......................Property 

Kris Kidder….…..Liaison……...….………Personnel 

Mary Hawkins…....Liaison…… ...Family Fellowship   

Colleen Klatt…...Liaison…........Family Fellowship   

Janet Pippin.. …....Liaison…….Christian Education 

Hannah Joy……...Liaison…..Christian Education 

Butch Shaffer……....Liaison…….…..........Outreach 

Shelly Hales. . . . . Liaison……Worship & Network Table 

Jeff Bodnar Jr. . . . Liaison . . . . . . .  . . . . . Outreach 

Karol Falsetti…….Liaison………………....Worship 

Mikael Ash…………Liaison…..….….Columbarium 

Message from our Pastor  cont’d pg. 1  
 

One of the things that is a constant in our lives as people of faith, is the constant presence of Christ’s love, grace 

and forgiveness in our lives.  Jesus’ love is a promise and a covenant that is fresh every day.  The one thing we   

can hold to is the constancy of Christ’s love, Christ does not change, Christ’s remains the same day in and day   

out.  I oftentimes find myself returning to the hymn, “Christ the Same”  in our With One Voice Hymnal.  The    

second and third verses speak the greatest truth to me.  I share those verses with you now.     

“O Christ the same, the friend of sinners sharing, our inmost thoughts, the secrets none can hide, 

Still as of old upon your body bearing, the marks of love, in triumph glorified: 

O Son of Man, who stooped for us from heaven, O Prince of life, in all your saving power, 

O Christ the same, to whom our hearts are given, we bring our thanks for this the present hour.” 

 
“O Christ the same, secure within whose keeping, our lives and loves, our days and years remain, 

Our work and rest, our waking and our sleeping, our calm and storm, our pleasure and our pain: 

O Lord of love, for all our joys and sorrows, for all our hopes, when earth shall fade and flee, 

O Christ the same, beyond our brief tomorrows, we bring our thanks for all that is to be.” 

 
May we take comfort, assurance and solace in the reality that ‘nothing can separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.’  Romans 8: 39b 

 
Grace and Peace,  Pastor Craig 
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                      September Readings 

Sept 3 & 4: Deuteronomy 30: 15-20; Philemon 1-21; Luke 14: 25-33; Psalm 1 

Sept 10 & 11: Exodus 32: 7-14; 1 Timothy 1: 12-17; Luke 15: 1-10: Psalm 51: 1-10 

Sept 17 & 18: Amos 8: 4-7; 1 Timothy 2: 1-7; Luke 16: 1-13; Psalm 113 

Sept 24 & 25: Amos 6: 1a, 4-7; 1 Timothy 6: 6-19; Luke 16: 19-31; Psalm 146 

September 
    Birthdays 
  

1) Linda Riesdorph 

3) Laurie Schmaltz 

 Butch Shaffer 

4) Delores Catel 

 Susan Lamb 

 Kadence McAfee 

5) James Bayles 

 Maxine Benoit 

 Cindy Michalski 

 Sharon Powers 

7) Walt Lamb 

 Brian McAfee 

8) Sara Jones 

9) Betty Kennedy  

10)Andrew Govan 

 Lois Hansen 

11)Zachary Melvin 

13)Karter Ada 

 Leah Schneider 

14)Marshall Ronningen 

15)Deborah Braden 

 Lori Coughlin 

17)Marilynn Feine 

20)Jeff Lynnes 

 Vijette Saari 

21)Greg Malone 

22)Lennie Hart-Hawkins 

23)Paul Abram 

 Andy Camou 

 Bud Hawkins 

 Bree Karlin 

24)Lenny Matzdorff 

 Chuck Michalski  

24)Joseph Woischke 

25)Rebecca Pehling 

 Amber Romm 

26)Thomas Meehan 

28)Amy Barney 

 Ambur Salter 

 Shirley Yates 

29)Chase Clark 

 Barbara Hanson 

 Kathy Sporre 

 Yvonne Staley 

30)Kohen McAfee 

Address Updates 

Joann Benter—2110 Swanson Ave #322, Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403 

William & Edith Olson—3486 Trails End Rd, Eagan MN 55123 

Bob Streeter—90 S Smoketree #216 (Prestige), Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403 

Trish Haslam—928-889-7473 

David & Illa Moore—90 S. Smoketree #103, (Prestige), Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403 

 Phone: 928-846-3773—Illa’s Cell—928-486-5010 

Shari Drives  - 4532 SW 25th Ave, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312  - 928-727-9939 
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 Welcome Back!!!! Sharon Harvey,  Choir DIrector 

We are very pleased to have Sharon Harvey back on our music ministry team.  She will be serving as the 

Choir Director for Chancel Choir, Gospel Guys and Treble Clef groups.  She brings a host of gifts, a love for 

Jesus, a love for music, a gifted musician, and a friendly, congenial approach with people.  She is organized 

and proficient with scheduling and planning. She is also a busy person as she continues to work as a       

full-time professor at ASU, Havasu Campus and she is still involved in ministry work at her home church, 

The Church of the Nazarene just up the hill on Rainbow Avenue.   

The choral music program will be different from years past. The choir will meet and rehearse weekly.   

With Sharon’s busy schedule and ministry commitments at her home church, we are working with a 

schedule wherein the Chancel Choir and other ensemble groups will be providing a music offering on the 

1st and 2nd weekends of each month.   The 3rd and 4th weekends, will be intermittent music offerings, as 

people offer to provide other forms of music with solo’s, duets, trombone solos, hammer dulcimer, guitar 

and other instrumental offerings.  Hopefully, once the bell choir resumes their practice sessions, we       

anticipate they will offer a music piece once a month.  This is completely unclear at this time since the Bell 

Choir is not in session and we do not have a set director for the group.  

There will be no guarantee of a special music offering on the 3rd and 4th weekends of each month.  That will 
be determined by the frequency in which people offer their gifts for those worship weekends. It is a new 
day in the life of the music ministry at Mount Olive Lutheran as we need to work within the limitations of 
the personnel and music resources (people and instrumental gifts) available to us and the willingness of 
people to offer their gifts and talents toward our mutual worship expression.  

Thank You, Bryant Christianson!! 

Bryant Christianson has been at the helm of the Choral Ministry here at Mount Olive for quite some time 

now.  His gifts in choosing choral pieces, directing and leading the choir has been well received by both the 

congregation and the choral members.  Our church family, in our traditional worships have been blessed 

in so many ways, due to Bryant’s leadership and musical gifts.  Thank You!!!  Bryant for your gifts and 

for all the ways you have blessed this worshipping community over the years through your directorship 

with the choral ministry.  You hung in there during a long, drawn-out choir director search and we are 

grateful for your patience and passion for worship music. 

We are looking forward to your continuing work with us in your new role as organist / accompanist.  We 

will still be blessed with your presence and your musical talents in our worship expression and in the    

choral expression with your accompaniment.  

Thank you for your faithful service!!!  
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and other notes 

 

    Thank You 

   

 

 

 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry group will meet on 
Tuesday, September 13, 2022, in  the Fireside 
Room at 10 a.m.  All are  welcome to join us. 

 

If any of you reading this want to give a shawl 
to someone who is feeling under the weather, 
just ask us and we will make it happen.  The 
people to ask are Kathy  Sporre at 928-855-
1704, Dorothy Schneider at 928-453-8560, or 
Jerry  Bodnar at 928-680-1847.  There is no 
cost for the shawls. 

This is our Ministry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wood Shop Reopens for 11th Season 

Monday, October 17th marks the opening of the 
Wood Shop.  During October, we will meet at 
8:00am on Mondays and Thursdays, then, we’ll 
move to our normal time of 1:00 pm when the 
weather cools in November.  All who have an 
interest in woodworking are welcome to join us. 
If you have questions, please call Jim Day at  
760-887-7818.  Come and have fun making  
sawdust! 

 

 Save the Date:  

September 24th is the Annual       

Potluck Hualapai Mountain Picnic!  

We are getting closer to a nice cool             

adventure for all ages.  Please see sign up 

sheets in the Narthex and on our website so 

you can sign up to join us. Volunteers are 

needed to help with set-up or clean up.  We 

will be at Site 3 from 11:30AM to 3:30PM so 

that if you like, you can join us for Saturday 

Service after lunch in the Park. Bring a dish 

to share there is refrigeration and some    

electrical outlets available.  Let us know if 

you may need a ride so we help arrange it. 

We hope you can join us. Please contact the 

office during working hours or Alice Hayes 

201-694-0381 in the evenings.   

   

The Friendship Café   

OPEN     
  

Sunday, 7am to Noon   

Coming in October 

Wednesday’s  

8am to 10am  

   
 

Come join your friends for a 
cup of coffee and more. 
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Memorial Gifts 

 

In memory of Nancy Wendt by Betty Christenberry to the Quilters Fund. 

In memory of Nancy Wendt by Karen Cordes to the Quilters Fund. 

In memory of Dick Williams by Bernie & Kathy Sporre to the Prayer Shawl Fund. 

In memory of Dick Williams by Herb & Pam Anderson to the Outreach Fund. 

In memory of Dick Williams by Richard & Jane Southern, Jerry & Sylvia Williams, Clyde & Carolyn 

Ross, Spike & Donna Johnson, Audrey Hanka, Judy Specht, Shirley Behm, Bill & Janice Dewey, 

Marion Dietz & Jerry Bodnar to the Building Fund. 

In memory of Dick Williams by Betty Christenberry to the Cursillo Fund. 

In memory of LaVonne Baer by James & Delores Rucks to the Woodshop Ministry Fund. 

In memory of Clarence Nelson by Mary Hawkins to the Outreach Fund. 

Fall  

Boutique 
Currently looking for volunteers to help out with set up, clean up and selling for this year’s Fall 

Boutique. Contact Barb Hanson if interested. 928-208-8551. 

Holiday donations for Christmas, Easter, Thanksgiving, Halloween, etc…Call Barb Hanson to      

arrange for pick up or drop off. 

This event is scheduled for October 13, 2022 thru October 15, 2022. Time will be determined at a 

later date. 

This will be a great time to clean out your decorations and also to join in fellowship with other   

people during the event. 

Please call Barb Hanson at 928-208-8551 for further information. 
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September 2022    Sunday School    
 

 

 

Our 5-8th Graders new transitional ministry with Jill Ada in the youth room at 9:15am on Sundays has started. For  

parents we welcome you to take a few moments to yourselves and gather together in support and connection in the  

fireside room at 9:15. We will offer a very informal ministry opportunity designed to help you connect to other parents 

and caregivers. Sunday school meets at 10:15 in the Nursery.  DON’T FORGET: Add September 5th 11-1pm on your  

calendars and join in the Friendship cafe for lunch! ALSO September 24th 11-3pm the annual picnic in the Hualapai 

Mountains is planned, see our events page on our website for details, directions and sign up opportunities to bring a 

dish to pass, help or just tell us you're coming by!  

For any questions, to register or volunteer please contact Jen Clark at event@mtolc.com or 928-662-8764 

 

Jenifer Clark, Sunday School Coordinator 

        
  September 2022 

  

September is a beautiful time of year, closing the summer break for families and preparing for fall! Many of our user 

groups are coming back and there are several offerings for activities, events and fellowship! 

For youth and families you are all invited:   

Sunday School-Sundays at 10:15am 

5-8th Transition Ministry- Sundays at 9:15am 

Pits High School group Thursdays 6:30-8p 

Parents: 9:15am Sundays for Connection and Faith building 

There is a meet and greet for youth connections September 11th, this one on one event builds relationships with the youth 

and various members.  

Congregation: 

The Annual Picnic! September 24th Hualapai Park  11-3pm, please contact the office for directions or ride sharing options. 

You can also visit our events page for full details and sign up information!  

Quilters return Thursdays 9/8 8:30-11am in the Parish Hall 

Christian Education meets 9/12 @ 6:30pm 

Outreach meets 9/13 @ 6pm  

Family Fellowship meets 9/19 @ 6:30pm 

COUNCIL meets 9/20 @ 7pm 

I look forward to seeing you all! Please continue to visit our website www.mtolc.com to see the latest news, events,        

updates and more! Always on Facebook, Instagram and YouTube!  

  Jenifer Clark, Event Coordinator 

Event Coordinator Message  

mailto:event@mtolc.com
http://www.mtolc.com


8 

 It was written by an 8-year-old named Danny Dutton, who lives in Chula Vista, CA . He wrote it for his third-
grade homework assignment, to 'explain God.' I wonder if any of us could have done as well? (and 
he had such an assignment, in California, and someone published it, I guess miracles do happen!) 

 
 

EXPLANATION OF GOD: 
 
 

'One of God's main jobs is making people. He makes them to replace the ones that die, so there will be 
enough people to take care of things on earth. He doesn't make grownups, just babies. I think because they 
are smaller and easier to make. That way He doesn't have to take up His valuable time teaching them to talk 

and walk. He can just leave that to mothers and fathers.' 
 

 'God's second most important job is listening to prayers an awful lot of this goes on, since some people, like 
preachers and things, pray at times beside bedtime. God doesn't have time to listen to the radio or TV        

because    of this. Because He hears everything, there must be a terrible lot of noise in His ears, unless He 
has thought of a way to turn it off.' 

 
 'God sees everything and hears everything and is everywhere which keeps Him pretty busy. So, you    

shouldn't go wasting His time by going over your mom and dad's head asking for something they said you 
couldn't have.' 

 
 'Atheists are people who don't believe in God. I don't think there are any in Chula Vista. At least there aren't 

any who come to our church.' 
 

 'Jesus is God's Son. He used to do all the hard work, like walking on water and performing miracles and   
trying   to teach the people who didn't want to learn about God. They finally got tired of Him preaching to them 
and they crucified Him. But He was good and kind, like His father, and He told His father that they didn't know 
what they were doing and to forgive them and God said O.K.' And God did not let Jesus stay in the grave, but 

raised Him from the dead. 
 

'His dad (God) appreciated everything that He had done and all His hard work on earth so He told Him He 
didn't have to go out on the road anymore. He could stay in heaven. So, He did. And now He helps His dad 
out by     listening to prayers and seeing things which are important for God to take care of and which ones 

He can take care of Himself without having to bother God. Like a secretary, only more important.' 
 

'You can pray anytime you want and they are sure to help you because they got it worked out so one of them 
is on duty all the time.' 

'You should always go to church on Sunday because it makes God happy, and if there's anybody you want to 
make happy, it's God! 

Don't skip church to do something you think will be more fun like going to the beach. This is wrong. And     
besides the sun doesn't come out at the beach until noon anyway.' 

 
 'If you don't believe in God, besides being an atheist, you will be very lonely, because your parents can't go    
everywhere with you, like to camp, but God can. It is good to know He's around you when you're scared, in 

the dark or when you can't swim and you get thrown into real deep water by big kids.' 
 

'But,.you shouldn't just always think of what God can do for you. I figure God put me here and He can take 
me back anytime He pleases. 

And... that's why I believe in God.' 
 
 

If you believe in God, please pass this on, and may God bless you too. 
 

Have an awesome day, and know that someone has thought about you! 
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Hello September! This is going to be an awesome month of fellowship, food and fun!  

It all starts on Labor Day, September 5th. Come enjoy some delicious pulled pork 

sandwiches while helping out the food bank by bringing a non-perishable item. Invite 

your friends and family and come enjoy this fun time! 

 

On Sunday 11th is our fifth annual mixer after the 10:00 service. This is a fantastic     

afternoon to get to know some our fellow church members and enjoy some yummy 

baked potatoes!  It’s sure to be a fantastic afternoon! 

 

Grab your favorite dish to share and come enjoy the cool weather! The annual church picnic and 

worship service in the Hualapai Mountains is on Saturday September 24th. This is a church wide 

event and so much fun! Festivities start at 11:00. Hope to see you there! 
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 SEPTEMBER DATES 2022 

THURS SEPT 1ST – NO Pits 

SUN SEPT 4TH – BE BOLD @ 9:15AM 

                            Worship @10:00am 

THURS SEPT 8TH – Pits @6:30 

SUN SEPT 11TH – BE BOLD @ 9:15AM 

                              Worship @10:00am 

                              Meet and Greet Event @11:30 

THURS SEPT 15TH – Pits @ 6:30 

 SUN SEPT 18TH – BE BOLD @ 9:15AM 

                               Worship @10:00am 

THURS SEPT 22nd – Pits @6:30 

SAT SEPT 24TH – Church Picnic and Worship @ 11 

SUN SEPT 25TH – BE BOLD @ 9:15AM 

                               Worship @10:00am 

THURS SEPT 29TH – Pits @ 6:30 
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MOUNT OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Council Meeting Minutes 

July 19th, 2022 

Absent: Mikey, Kris, Karol, Butch 

I. Call to order Meeting was called to order by Jim Day at 7:00PM. Pastor began meeting with 

prayer and Janet shared devotions. 

II. Standing Agenda Items:  

 A. Agenda was revised by Jim adding “council orientation” under unfinished business. Shelly made motion to approve agenda with           

addition. Mike seconded. Motion passed. 

 B. Mary made motion to approve minutes from June’s meeting. Colleen seconded. Minutes approved. 

 C. Jim read thank you notes that came from Faith and Grace and Havasu Community Health for 

donations done with White Burro income. He also shared a thank you note from Network Table to 

the Woodshop for donation to windows project at Guiding Light. 

 D.  Steve presented financial reports. Currently church is spending slightly more than is coming in. 

He talked with Wanda about decreasing administrative expenses as much as possible. There was 

discussion about expenses from Synod Assembly being higher than what was budgeted. Jim said 

we should report the lower income to congregation through bulletins and Pastor Craig’s verbal 

announcements at services. Steve asked for motion to close Sunday School  Support Restricted 

Fund no longer needed as separate line item. Colleen made motion and Mary seconded. Motion 

passed.  

Additional financial updates: 

 1. Council’s Executive Committee decided to use funds from undesignated memorials for 

the inflatable water slide that Christian Ed. Comm. originally purchased with Sunday School         

offerings. These offerings were initially slated for charity.  

 2.  The progress on reimbursement of funds for the youth Puerto Rico trip is still ongoing. The 

credit limit on the church credit card was not high enough to pay for airline tickets, therefore    

Pastor Craig had to use his own personal credit card for that purchase. He plans to pay back the 

church when that refund comes through. There is also some refund expected from the Youth 

Works Organization. Discussion included asking for higher credit limit on the church credit card to 

prevent this problem.  

 3. We were informed The Arizona Children’s Star Program is no longer in existence. The $2000 

check donated from White Burro income, given SPECIFICALLY to THAT program, was already      

deposited. Steve asked for council’s direction. Jim made motion for Steve to draft a letter to      

formally retrieve these funds from Arizona Children’s Organization. Colleen seconded. Council 

agreed that the $2000 donation from the White Burro Sale income needs to be returned to the 

church.  
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MOUNT OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Council Meeting Minutes 

July 19, 2022  

4. Steve explained that Lennie Hawkins was asked to buy flower arrangements to use at the   

tables when refreshments are served for memorial services. He expects to get a reimbursement 

form for this expense, yet no one asked for this to be included in the budget. People need to be 

reminded if they expect to be paid back for something they purchased for the church, those 

funds need to be requested when the annual budget is prepared. 

 E. Coffee with Council feedback:  Shelly reported 1 person shared concerns over the offering income reported in the bulletins each 

weekend isn’t always accurate.  

 F. Consent Agenda:  Property, Pastor, and PGE were reports submitted for July. Colleen made motion to approve consent agenda and 

Shelly seconded. Passed.   

 III. Unfinished Business: 

Columbarium Board did not submit a formal request to the council for expansion. Fund 

Raising will not continue for that specific project at this time. 

Mike Flesher will speak to Worship Board when they meet in August about youth           

participation in services and adding some background info for readings at services. 

Jim reported the Synod Assembly convention was very interesting. He learned there are 7 

small Lutheran churches in Guadalajara, Mexico. 

Jim apologized for not scheduling an orientation for new council members after the   

election in May. He said he is available to answer any questions any time. Evaluation 

of our procedures is needed to eliminate the dilemma of how to have orientation    

before people start leaving on vacation. 

IV. New Business: NONE 

     Adjourn: Mary made motion to adjourn and Shelly seconded. Meeting adjourned with Lord’s 

Prayer at 8PM 

Next Meeting date is August 16th @ 7 PM 

Prayerfully submitted by Shelly Hales council secretary 
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