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OPPORTUNITIES  FOR FELLOWSHIP, 
SERVICE, and EDUCATION  

Currently we offer 
Worship  

Saturday 5:00pm Traditional 

Sunday 9:00am Blended 

Live Stream  9:00am Blended 
 

Visit our website mtolc.com. There are links for 
Facebook and YouTube. Both of them allow you 
to watch the service “live” or at a later time. 
Communion is available on “live” participation. 

 

Family Fellowship                 3rd Monday 6:00 pm 

Al-Anon                   Monday at 7:00pm 

Men’s Fellowship                      Tuesday at 9:00am 

Prayer Shawls                 2nd Tuesday 10:00am 

Outreach (Library)               2nd Tuesday 6:00pm 

Gospel Guys                                                               TBD 

Chancel Choir                                               TBD 

Ladies Ensemble                                          TBD 

Quilters                                                            TBD 

TOPS                     Fridays at 8:00am 

TOPS                  Saturday at 8:00am 

Praise Band                                  Saturday  at 9:00am  

Sunday School                                                         TBD 

 

                         

LISTEN  

KNLB FM 91.1 knlb.com                                          
“Winds through the Olive Trees”  

Sunday mornings at 9 am   

“The Lutheran Hour” Sunday at 10 am 
 

 

Message from our Pastor  
 

Happy, July 4th!!!  We celebrate our freedoms and we remember all 

those who have given their lives to protect this freedom and we    

extend a word of gratitude and thanks to all who have selflessly 

served.  With this freedom comes great responsibility for all of us to 

do justice, walk humbly and do what we can to bless each other in 

this shared humanity. 

July is a month for us to celebrate the young people of our church 

family.  We have a couple of key events coming in the month of July 

that celebrate, uplift and encourage our youth.  We have 13 persons 

who will be attending camp up at Camp Pinerock, in Prescott, AZ 

from July 3-7.   These are youth ranging in grades 6-12.  This is part 

of the Synod wide camp consortium group known at 

Campformation.  We currently have 13 churches who will be         

represented at camp from all around Arizona and Nevada. 

We will gather for 5 days to enjoy and explore the beauty and the 

wonder of God’s handiwork.  It will be a unique experience for many 

of our youth as many of them come from urban, metropolitan areas.  

It will also be a time of experiential learning as the words of       

scripture come alive for our youth through creation exploration, 

worship in the natural setting of trees, rocks and creatures.  They 

will learn through hands on activities and games as well as hands on 

participatory worship and Bible study.  One of our young adults 

from 2022 made the statement, “It was the best week of my life.”  A 

testimonial to the power of God’s spirit working through nature and 

hands on learning. 

July is also the month when we will be extending an invitation to the 
entire Lake Havasu City community to join us for 3 days of Vacation 
Bible School.  Once again, a time for youth to refocus and take their 
minds and their eyes off of all the multiple images, messages and 
media sources that seem to dominate the lives of our youth today.  
Three evenings of music, bible stories, crafts, hands on learning and 
much more.  VBS will be held from July 25-27.  Starting late          
afternoon around 5:30 and concluding around 8:30 each evening. 

Please consider being a part of this 3 day event and come be a   men-
tor to the youth from our community.  Contact Shelly Hales to let 
her know you will take up the call to serve and share your gifts and 
talents.  An organizational meeting will take place on July 16th.  Stay 
tuned for further details. 
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                                      Pastoral Acts 

Memorial/Inurnment 
Ken Niebuhr...6/23/23 

In Person Worship Hours 
5:00 pm Saturday - Traditional 

In Person & Live Stream  
Worship Hours 

 
9:00 am Sunday—Blended—All month 

The Worship Center open during        
business hours and worship. 

Office open 9am –3pm Monday—Friday 

Pastor is available by phone  

715-338-2325 

Office 928-855-2299 

Wanda 928-716-3556 

Jenifer 928-662-8764 

 

 2023-2024  Mount Olive Council Liaisons 

Shelly Hales……...President 

Jim Day….…….....Vice President 

Susan Leifer……...Secretary...Liaison………………..PG & E 

Colleen Klatt….Treasurer…..Liaison...Family Fellowship 

Jeff Bodnar Jr…………. Liaison………………………..Worship 

Karol Falsetti…………..Liaison……………….……....Worship 

Mike Flesher……….….Liaison….......................Property 

Mary Hawkins…….....Liaison……......Family Fellowship   

Hannah Joy…………....Liaison……...Christian Education 

Kris Kidder……………...Liaison…………………….Personnel 

Craig Medhaug………..Liaison……………………..Outreach 

Ernie Swanson………...Liaison……………………………..TBD 

Craig Corbin…………..………………..The Church 

 

Message from our Pastor  cont’d pg. 1  
  

A quick word about the blended worship on Sundays through August 13.   I have heard many positive comments and it  

appears to be going well.  I know from my own perspective it feels good to be in a worship context on Sunday morning with 

the sanctuary that looks and feels semi-full, with a good sense of energy and enthusiasm. 

 

Continue to do those little things, like making a phone call to someone who you know is living alone.  Make a daily check in 

call with someone to say hello and offer a word of assistance where needed.  Pray the names of all the people on our prayer 

concern list from the church bulletin.  Mention each person by name.  Live into the grace and love of Christ today and   

every day.  Acknowledge your identity in Christ as a child of God and consider where it is that Jesus is calling you today to 

serve, extend compassion and bless someone. 

 

Grace and peace,      Pastor Craig 
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                      July Readings 

July 1 & 2: Jeremiah 28: 5-9; Romans 6: 12-23; Matthew 10: 40-42; Psalm 89: 1—4, 15-18 

July 8 & 9: Zechariah 9: 9-12; Romans 7: 15-25a; Matthew 11: 16-19, 25-30; Psalm 145: 8-14 

July 15 & 16: Isaiah 55: 10-13; Romans 8: 1-11; Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23; Psalm 65: [1-8] 9-13 

July 22 & 23: Isaiah 44: 6-8; Romans 8: 12-25; Matthew 13: 24-30; 36-43; Psalm 86: 11-17 

July 29 & 30: 1 Kings 3: 5-12; Romans 8: 26-39; Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52; Psalm 119: 129-136 

July 
    Birthdays 
1) Lois Scharnhorst 

 Anita Schimmel 

 Don Schrecengost 

 David Thomas 

2) Randy Kucin 

4) Nello Ruscitti 

5) Amy Conway 

 Marilyn Maier 

6) Illa Moore 

7) Carol Marchell 

8) Jayke Schrecengost 

9) Randy Jarrell 

10)Gary Clardy 

10)Julie Clifford 

12)Sarah Chambers 

 Zane Jones 

 Knox McAfee 

13)Tiffany Taylor 

14)Gaynell Jackson 

 Dick Newark 

 Libby Williams 

17)Marta Govan 

18)Paul Williams 

20)Korban McAfee 

21)Billie Gilkey 

 Mickey Harris 

22)Jacqueline Jacobs 

 Raymond Marchell 

 Taylor Thompson 

23)Whitney Falldorf  

24)Stetson Falldorf 

26)Harold Sweeney 

27)Barbara Peltier 

28)Shelly Hales 

 Lori Koenig-Abram 

 Lori-Ann Melvin 

 Curt Schmaltz 

30)Beverly Nagle 

 If you enjoy playing Bunco and would like to 
join a group of Bunco lovers and play on a 
more regular basis, please contact Jerry     
Bodnar at 928-680-1847. 

 

Saturday September 23rd 
is our Annual Hualapai 
Mountain Picnic.   Watch 
for more information!  
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At Cave Quest, VBS kids will be grounded in the rock-solid foundation of God's love, which 
guides us through dark times. Kids sing, have fun, and experience Jesus-the light of the world, 
on this courageous, captivating quest. So, gear up and get ready to enjoy an over-the-top        
underground adventure. Your kids will also participate in a hands-on mission project!Parents, 
grandparents, and friends are invited to join us at the Closing Ceremonies at 8:10 pm, a daily 
celebration of God’s greatness and love! 

July 16, 2023: Organizational meeting at 10:00am for anyone who is already 

signed up to volunteer for VBS or those who are thinking about helping in any capacity. 



5 

 

Summer Bible Study 

Meets in the Lakeview room at 1pm 

July 5, 2023 

July 19, 2023 

Join Janet Pippin and many others for bible 

study and fellowship. 

 

    Notes 

      

The Friendship Café   

OPEN     
  

Sunday, 8am to 11am   

Wednesdays  

Closed until 

October 

   
 

Come join your friends for a 
cup of coffee and more. 

 

 

Address Updates 

Pastor Al & Dee Schoonover—1319 W. Skyrocket R, St. 

George, UT 84770 

Carol Schroeder—2110 Swanson Ave #212, 86403 

Laura Wooster-Leyva—Name change to Laura Yuricek 

Bernie & Kathy Sporre—Remove landline 928-855-1704 

Alice Hayes—Remove landline Cell—201-694-0381 

 

   The prayer shawl group will meet on July 
11th at 10:00 in the Fireside Room.  As always, 
our crochet hooks and knitting needles are 
busy this summer!  We welcome anyone to 
join us in this ministry. 

 

If you are aware of someone in need of a shawl 
please contact one of these persons: 

 

Kathy Sporre-          928-706-4626 

Jerry Bodnar-           928-680-1847 

Dorothy Schneider- 928-453-8560 

 

Keep cool and have a great 4th of July   

In memory of Sharon Flesher to the Music Fund by Gary 

Cash, Sharon Harvey, Spike & Donna Johnson, Ernie & 

Bev Swanson, George & Dorothy Horak, Robert & Gloria 

Iverson, Virginia Hauan, Mary Ann Fleharty, Joan Web-

ster, Marion Dietz and Bill & Janice Dewey. 

In memory of Sharon Flesher to the Outreach Ministry by 

Larry & Barbara Hanson. 

In memory of Sharon Flesher to the Planned, Giving & 

Endowment Fund by Bud & Lennie Hawkins. 

In memory of Olive Hill to the Network Table Ministry by 

Bill & Janice Dewey. 

In memory of Jeanie Squire to the Prayer Shawl Mnistry 

by Bernie & Kathy Sporre. 

Memorials 
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    Other Notes 

Bible Quiz 

Let’s have some fun to see how well 

we know the Bible. 

Answers will be posted in the next 

issue of the Olive Branch 

Questions! 

1) Before the Tower of Babel, how many different       

languages were in the world? Genesis 11: 1,4,9 

2) What church did John describe as one with an “open 

door”? Revelations 3: 7-8 

3) “Restore unto me the joy of thy __________”  Psalm 

51: 12 

  

Answers from last month’s questions: 

1) What man had seven sons and three daughters who 

always celebrated their birthdays with a feast?         

Job 1: 1-4—Job 

2) In the book of Romans, man is justified by what?   

Romans 3: 27-28  - Faith 

3) In the book of Luke, what is the city of David called? 

Luke 2: 4  - Bethlehem 

A Message from the 2023 Grand Canyon Synod      
Assembly,  

From Butch & Betty Shaffer 
 

 We have had the pleasure and privilege to represent 
Mount Olive Lutheran Church at this year’s Grand Canyon  
Synod Assembly, which was held at the Resurrection      
Lutheran Church in Oro Valley, AZ., on Friday and        
Saturday, June 9th and 10th. We were warmly welcomed to 
the beautiful campus and were treated to refreshments and 
free time to explore and renew or cultivate new friendships. 
The theme for this years assembly was “Be Bold in Our 
Baptism.”   
 Friday afternoon opened with worship, a bit of   
procedural business and then our remarkable keynote  
speaker Rev. Dr. Anthony Bateza, the Associate Professor 
of Religion at St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota. He 
had our attention from word one when the title of his talk 
displayed on the screens said…”Keep Your Clothes On!” 
He proceeded to prove what an inspirational story-teller and 
teacher he could be.  
 We then recognized congregation milestones and 
newly ordained ministers . We also celebrated rostered  
minister anniversaries and retirements. Bishop  
Deborah Hutterer, who recently visited Mount Olive, was 
the officiant of the Assembly and kept us on task, on time 
and always made us feel very welcomed. Our last speaker 
on Friday was Pastor Sara Cutter, Senior Director of            
Operational Effectiveness, from Hickory, North Carolina, 
who was the ELCA churchwide representative at our      
Assembly. She, too, was an exceptional orator, and we wish 
our entire congregation could have been there to hear her 
with us.  
 Friday evening culminated with a special event 
hosted at the Tucson Children’s Museum, where we ate 
from HUGE charcuterie boards, enjoyed Sonoran-hot dogs, 
ice cream treats and beverages, plus we could roam from 
room to room to be entertained.  
 Saturday presented us with the opportunity to hear 
both keynote speakers again, a bit more business to attend 
to, and then a moving presentation by Sister Angelica (Lika) 
Marcias, who started an immigration shelter in Nogales, 
Mexico to temporarily house immigrant families or         
individuals in legal transition into the United States. Her 
“Little piece of home” has served over 2,500 people since 
its inception in 2020, and our Synod is one of four agencies 
that support this endeavor.  
 We had a beautiful closing worship ceremony to 
cap off the Assembly and left feeling Grateful and           
Determined to be “Bold in Our Baptism.” 
 We realize that a lot of us really do not hear much 
about the “goings on” of our Synod. We were reminded to 
forward to our congregations that the Grand Canyon Synod 
has a website, with endless information. Website is : 
www.gcsynod.org 
 We wish to thank Mount Olive Lutheran Church for 
the inspirational experience of attending this Assembly. We 
encourage everyone to give some serious thought to        
attending next year’s Assembly, which will be held in    
Phoenix.  

http://www.gcsynod.org
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Happy Work Anniversary 

After leaving Southern California, Jennifer and her family found 
themselves in Lake Havasu.  About that same time, she started   
attending Mt. Olive.  It’s been 20 years after that first visit when she 
and her kids fell in love with the church and the very welcoming 
environment.   

Jennifer has held jobs in multiple industries which makes her          
a great fit for her current role as Mt. Olive’s Program and           
Communication Manager. 

Jennifer likes to live by the words, “Never underestimate the Holy 
power of a nap and a snack”.   

Her favorite Bible verse is Isaiah 43-2: 

 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

 and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

 when you walk through the fire you shall not be burned, 
and the flame shall not consume you. 

On July 7th, Jennifer will be celebrating her 8th year as an           
employee at Mt.  Olive Lutheran Church. 

Thank you Jennifer for all you do for Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
and the congregation!  We appreciate you! 

Jenifer Clark 

Program and Communications 

Manager 

Jesse Clark 

Custodian 

Jesse moved to Lake Havasu when he was only 6 months old.  Jesse loves 
it here; loves paddle boarding, being outside, just having a good 
time.  However, he is slowly getting sick of the heat, ha.  Jesse has been 
attending Mt. Olive a little over 10 years with his beautiful and loving wife 
and 6 kids. 

Jesse’s favorite quote is, “Don’t walk in front of me because I might not 
follow.  Don’t walk behind me because I might not lead.  Walk beside me 
and be my friend.” 

His favorite Bible verse is John 3:16 because it is the ultimate example of 
love and sacrifice.  A very good reminder of how much God loves us. 

 For God so loved the world that he gave His only Son, so that  
everyone who believes in Him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

On July 7th, Jesse will be celebrating his 8th year as an employee at Mt. 
Olive Lutheran Church.   

Jesse, everything you do for Mt. Olive and the congregation is greatly   
appreciated!  Thank you for your dedication and hard work!  
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  July 2023 

Summer is here, kids are out of school, families are planning vacations, services are changing and we are preparing for the hot days ahead.        

As we enter this time may we take pause and reflect through meditation and prayer how the Holy Spirit is moving and working within us. All of 

us, collectively are the body of Christ. How does that change and shape how we interact with each other and within our congregation and       

community? Council is working through strategic long-range planning, may we also prayerfully consider our readiness to act as the Spirit leads 

and calls us.  

Regular Monthly Activities: 

Men’s Fellowship Tuesdays at 9 am in the Library 

Craft’n Friends Thursdays from 1-4 pm in the Parish Hall 

Prayer Shawl meets on July 11th at 10 am in the Fireside Room 

Outreach meets on July 11th at 6 pm in the Library 

Council meets on July 18th at 7 pm in the Lakeview room  

Bible Study with Janet Pippin on July 5th and 19th at 1 pm in the Lakeview Room 

SPECIAL NOTICES: 

Pray for Pastor, leaders, and all the kids attending camp July 2nd-7th. Safe Travels and the Holy Spirit to work all things for good.  

The office will be closed on July 4th in honor of our Nation’s Independence 

There will be a lunch from 11-1 in the Friendship Cafe for the Fourth of July.  

We are accepting volunteers and participants for VBS! July 25-27th. Details are on our website or you can call Shelly Hales at  

605-864-8905 

Worship Service Time Change 

Sundays Only 

June 18th through August 13th 

9:00 am  

Blended Worship 

Please continue to visit our website www.mtolc.com to see the latest news, events, updates, and more! Always on Facebook, Instagram, 

LinkedIn, and YouTube!  

Jenifer Clark 

Program & Communication Manager 

 

July 2023   Sunday School    
 

 

Sunday school meets at 10:15 am on Sundays in the Nursery. For any questions, to register or volunteer please contact Jen Clark at 

event@mtolc.com or 928-662-8764 

Jenifer Clark 

http://www.mtolc.com
mailto:event@mtolc.com
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Thank you, Mount Olive Church Members, for your Support!! 

Network Table has wrapped up our year and a half support project for Guiding Light Christian Educational 

Center. We thank you; we could not have done it without your support. 

 God is good!  

We were able to accomplish more than we could have imagined at the beginning. With the training and sup-

port we received from Open Table’s Jon Katov and Angie Williams, we were able to provide Guiding Light with new ex-

terior windows and doors, proper fall-zone safety edging for outside play equipment, and critical periodontal work for 

a valuable staff member.   

There are a number of ways to look at the financial impact of these projects. Without taking discounts into 

consideration, the table was able to finance over $20,000 worth of work for Guiding Light. If the retail value of the work 

including labor and the time of the table members are included, over $40,000 worth of work was provided to Guiding 

Light. The real value of this work allows Guiding Light to focus their time and money on raising up happy and 

healthy children who are part of Lake Havasu’s future.  

We’d like to thank Nadine Bartels, director and Shanta Abbott, owner of Guiding Light Christian Educational 

Center for their faithful and fun participation in this project. You were a light to our paths. Finally, here are the donors 

and direct participants in these projects. If we have missed anyone, we apologize. Please let us know. 

A & A Electronics, Bruce Arnold Advantage Windshield & Glass 

Anderson Automotive Group Anonymous Donors 

Anonymous Lowe’s Employee Bill Grubb Doors 

BPOE Elks Discount Tires 

Gold Star Engraving Havasu Embroidery & Screen Print 

Jim Day Joan Morbeto 

Jon Katov Keenan Supply 

Lake Havasu Association of Realtors Linda Paquette 

Marion Dietz Memorial: Betty Christenberry 

Memorials: Olive Hill Miles and Miranda Nelson 

Mount Olive Lutheran Sunday School Mount Olive Lutheran White Burro Sale 

Mount Olive Lutheran Woodshop Mount Olive Lutheran Youth 

Rita Kidder Rudy Glass 

Scoops Homemade Ice Cream Susan Leifer 

Third Thursday Event’s Donors/Attendees Thrivent Choice Dollars Donation 

Western Safe & Lock 

We will close with a final Olive Branch article next month with news of where the Network Table for Child Care Centers is 

headed. 

Jen Clark, Kim Corbin, Shelly Hales, Kelly Hays-Thorson, Kris Kidder, Rita Kidder, Susan Leifer, and Linda Paquette. 

Network Table is a trademark of Open Table, Inc., and is used with permission. 
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MOUNT OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Council Meeting Minutes 

May 16, 2023 

Call to Order: President Shelly Hales called to order the regular meeting of the Mount Olive Lutheran Church 

Council at 7:00 pm on May 16, 2023 in the Lakeview Room. 

In Attendance: Shelly Hales, Jim Day, Colleen Klatt, Susan Leifer, Pastor Craig, Jeff Bodnar Jr., Karol Falsetti, 

Mary Hawkins, Hannah Joy, Kris Kidder, Craig Medhaug and Ernie Swanson. 

Devotions and Opening Prayer: Pastor Craig led us in an opening prayer. Colleen read the devotion. 

Additions to the Agenda: Prior to the adoption of the agenda, Jim Day took the opportunity to explain the      

purpose, structure and goals of the meetings for the benefit of new members and answered questions. Shelly 

Hales then called for any additions to the agenda. Susan Leifer moved to add a discussion of a future date for 

the installation of new members to New Business. Hannah Joy seconded. Motion carried. Kris Kidder moved 

to change the Consent Agenda committee description of “Event Coordinator’s Report” to “Program &          

Communications Manager”. Colleen Klatt seconded. Motion carried. 

Minutes from the Last Meeting: Shelly Hales called for any corrections or additions to the April 18, 2023 

minutes. Miscellaneous typos were brought to the floor. Jim Day moved to approve the minutes with changes. 

Colleen Klatt seconded. Motion carried. 

Correspondence: Jim Day reported that the recurring water-line leaks in the new building will be addressed and 

covered under the terms of the builder’s manufacturer’s warranty. 

Financials: Steve Philo presented the financial reports for April 2023. Net income year to date is below what we 

would like to see based on years past. Susan Leifer moved to transfer $50,000 from the Miscellaneous        

Designated Pass-Through account to Capital Reserves and move $3,833.85 from the same account to the     

Humanitarian Fund. Pastor Craig moved to amend the motion to move the entire $53,963.55 from the        

Pass- Through account to Capital Reserves. Susan Leifer then moved to change the motion as recommended 

by Pastor Craig. Jim Day seconded. Motion carried. Kris Kidder moved to accept the financial reports as 

amended. Jim Day seconded. Motion carried. 

Coffee with the Council Update: Due to the Annual Meeting, Coffee with Council was not held during the 

month of May. 

Consent Agenda: Shelly Hales moved to accept the consent agenda with the following reports being received: 

Program & Communications Manager, Outreach, Pastor’s Report, and Personnel Committee. Jim Day moved 

to accept. Karol Falsetti seconded. Motion carried. 

Unfinished Business: 
 

Audit Committee: Discussion tabled until next month. 

 

Long Range Planning: The facilitator helping us with planning is currently out of the country. Jim Day will 

speak to them about developing a questionnaire for parishioners to be distributed in the fall of this 

year. Jim will provide another update at the next meeting. 

Sign-Ups for Devotions/Coffee with Council/Committee Liaisons: Sign-up sheets were passed around to   

Council members for sign-ups. 
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MOUNT OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Council Meeting Minutes 

May 16, 2023 

New Business: 
 

Ultreya Fundraiser: Jim Day moved to approve the fundraiser as presented in the Council packet. Pastor Craig 

seconded. Motion carried. 

Café Refrigerator: The Executive Board recommended purchasing a new refrigerator for the Coffee Café.  

Susan Leifer moved to approve an expenditure of up to $1500 from Capital Reserves for that purpose. 

Hannah Joy seconded. Motion carried. Jim Day will research and make the purchase. 

Window for Church Offices: The Executive Board recommended that a window be installed in the office         

occupied by Wanda. Jim Day moved to approve an amount not to exceed $1000 from Capital Reserves 

for the demolition, purchase and installation of a new 3 X 4 window. Colleen Klatt seconded. Motion 

carried. 

New By-Law: The Executive Board recommended that only one Congregational Meeting be held each year    

instead of two. Susan Leifer nominated Steve Philo to address the addition/change to the by-laws and 

draw up a proposal. Kris Kidder seconded. Motion carried. 

Installation of Council Members: Installation of Council members will occur on June 4th at all three services. 

Members are to be at church at 5:00 (Sat), 8:30 and 10:00 (Sun). 

Call to the Congregation: Wanda Shockley completed her review of all Columbarium records to ensure all names, 

niche #s, etc. are accounted for and match up accordingly. 

As of today, there are 2 niches that have been paid for but do not have a corresponding name or number, and there are a 

total of 67 niches available. 

 

 

Walk on Items: None 

 

 

Motion to Adjourn: Kris Kidder moved to adjourn. Karol Falsetti seconded. Motion carried. President Shelly Hales 

adjourned the meeting at 8:26 p.m. 

Minutes submitted by: Susan M Leifer 

 

 

Page 2 
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