Welcoming All,
Growing in Christ

Sharing God’s Love

mtolc.com

Message from our Pastor

We have just come away from the Thanksgiving holiday weekend. It
was an especially sweet, enjoyable and blessed weekend for Kim and
I. We had all three of our adult children home and two spouses. It
was the first time we have all been together since August of 2020,
when we gathered for Grace and Owen’s wedding.

We are grateful to have had this opportunity to spend some quality
time with all of them. Nothing earth shattering happened. Just good
family time with rest, hiking, food, a movie, games and laughter.
And the entire family was together for worship on Saturday evening.
Something that has not happened for quite some time. It was
peaceful and calm.

Eileen Caddy, spiritual teacher and new age author, wrote,
“Gratitude helps you to grow and expand; gratitude brings joy and
laughter into your life and into the lives of all those around you.” 1
felt a connection with this quote this past weekend during our time
together with family.

We also gathered on Thanksgiving Eve and had a small worship
gathering. I had spent some time earlier in the week immersing my
myself with quotes about “Gratitude”. I shared several of the
quotes that I felt were more meaningful and thought provoking with
those who gathered for the worship that night. I will share some of
those quotes with you now and my hope is you, will find something
or hear something in one of them that speaks to your heart and state
of mind. Here are a few quotes to reflect and ponder.

“Listen to your life. See it for the fathomless mystery that it is. In
the boredom and pain of it, no less than in the excitement and
gladness...because in the last analysis all moments are key moments
and life itself is grace.” Frederick Buechner

“Living in a state of gratitude is the gateway to grace.” Arianna
Huffington

“There is a God right here in the thick of our day-by-day lives who
may not be writing messages about himself in the stars, but who is in
one way or another, trying to get messages through our blindness, as
we move around down here knee-deep in the fragrant muck and
misery and marvel of the world.” Frederick Buechner
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR FELLOWSHIP,
SERVICE, and EDUCATION

Currently we offer
Worship

Saturday 5:00pm Traditional

Sunday 8:00am Traditional
10:00am Contemporary

Live Stream 8:00am Traditional

10:00am Contemporary

Visit our website mtolc.com. There are links for
Facebook and YouTube. Both of them allow you
to watch the service “live” or at a later time.
Communion is available on “live” participation.

Bell Choir Monday 5:30pm
Family Fellowship 3rd Monday 6:00 pm
Men’s Fellowship Tuesday at 9:00am
Prayer Shawls 2nd Tuesday 10:00am
Outreach (Library) ond Tuesday 6:00pm
Gospel Guys Thursday, 5:00pm

Chancel Choir Thursday, 5:30pm
Ladies Ensemble Thursday, 6:30pm
Quilters Thursdays at 8:30am
PITS Thursday, 6:30pm
Praise Band Saturday at 9:00am
BE BOLD Sunday @ 9:15am

Sunday School Sunday @ 10:15am

LISTEN

KNLB FM 91.1 knlb.com
“Winds through the Olive Trees”

Sunday mornings at 9 am
“The Lutheran Hour” Sunday at 10 am




2021-2022 Mount Olive Council Liaisons Pastoral Hets

JiM Day..ceeeeeceeeereneereneeeenereererennees President Memorial: Nancy Wendt

Butch Shaffer .........ccccceeeveeeererererrecennns Vice-President Memorial: Frank & JoAnn Hamilton
) In Person Worship Hours

Steve Philo........cccvveeinnnncnineienann. Treasurer 5:00 pm Saturday - Traditional

Shelly Hales.......cccccvrrerriineccnnncncnnnns Secretary In Person & Live Stream

Mike Flesher.......... LiaisON...cceereecrencrnnennnen. Property Worship Hours

Kris Kidder.........LiaisoN........c.ccecueuenee Personnel 8:00 am Sunday - Traditional

Mary Hawkins....... Liaison...... ...Family Fellowship 10:00 am Sunday - Contemporary

Colleen Klatt......Liaison........... Family Fellowship The Worship Center open during business

hours and worship.

Janet Pippin.. ....... Liaison.......Christian Education Office open 9am —3pm Monday—Friday

Hannah Joy......... Liaison.....Christian Education Pastor is available by phone 715-338-2325

Butch Shaffer..........LiaIsON.......cccevevee.. Outreach Office 928-855-2299

Shelly Hales. . ... Liaison......Worship & Network Table Wanda 928-716-3556

Jenifer 928-662-8764

Jeff BodnarJr....Liaison....... ..... Outreach
Karol Falsetti....... Liaison......c.cceeueenne...WWorship

Mikael Ash............ Liaison............. Columbarium
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“Gratitude gets us through the hard stuff...Gratitude always leaves us looking at God and away from dread.” Max Lucado

“Thus, when you wake up in the morning, called by God to be a self again, if you want to know who you are, watch your feet.
Because where your feet take you, that is who you are.” Frederick Buechner

“Gratitude is a posture of your heart. I believe that it has been a gatekeeper in my life and has brought on so many blessings.”
Amanda Kloots

“The grace of God means something like: Here is your life. You might never have been, but you are, because the party
wouldn’t have been complete without you. Here is the world. Beautiful and terrible things will happen. Don’t be afraid. I
am with you.” Frederick Buechner

“It is enough to be grateful for the next breath.” Brother David Steindl-Rast

“We are children, perhaps, at the very moment when we know that it is as children that God loves us-not because we have
deserved his love and not in spite of our underserving; not because we try and not because we recognize the futility of our
trying; but simply because he has chosen to love us. We are children because he is our father; and all of our efforts, fruitful
and fruitless, to do good, to speak truth, to understand, are the efforts of children who, for all their precocity, are children still
in that, before we loved him, he loved us, as children, through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Frederick Buechner

As you can see, half of the quotes are from Frederick Buechner. I found him to be most insightful and most thought
provoking. As we enter in the season of Advent, I leave you with one final quote that seems most appropriate for us to
ponder in the coming days just before Christmas.

Once again, a quote from Frederick Buechner, “Once we have seen Him in a stable, we can never be sure where He will
appear or to what lengths He will go or to what ludicrous depths of self-humiliation He will descend in His wild pursuit of
mankind.”

Grace and Peace as you journey through Advent and to the stable where we will encounter and welcome the incarnate Son of
God, Jesus, the Savior of the world.

Pastor Craig



December Vicki McCormack Doug Nelson
12)Rita Kidder 23)Sherman Henson
B' Ythda)'s Larry Kiszczak Sylvia McCampbell
Holly Panno 24)Lorie Jarrell
1) Donna Torrecillas Louann Striyle John Larsen
2) Kyle Cartright 13)Audrey Hanka Tonya Shockley
5) Suzanne Elliott Bob Jewkes 26)Roberta Bayles
Linda Johnston Barbara Nygren Robin Miller
Hannah Jones 14)Marcia Niemi Aiden Steele
Skylar Jones Cathleen Royer 27)Sheree Kneisel
6) Delaine Hildebrand 15)Carol Bowen 28)Evelyn Cramer
~7) Maddox Cosentino Cynthia Kapellusch Kenneth Niebuhr
Neoma Woischke 16)Kris Kidder 29)Pat Scheel
8) Orline McFadden 17)Christie Mills 30)Harvey Karlin
9) Patricia Haslam 18)Penny Malone
Emaleah Lynnes 20)Nathan Hawkins
Ben Pehling 21)Russell Rowe
11) Preston Matzdorff 22)Acacia Daley
John McDonald
Address Updates

David & Illa Moore—Email address: mooredaim@outlook.com

Bill & Renate Jordan—2780 E. John L Ave, Kingman, AZ 86409

A thousand thank yous for prayers sent “UP” before, during and after our surgeries! Another thousand thank yous for
all of the phone calls, texts, emails, and the beautiful, meaningful cards sent to us before, during and after our surgeries!!

Our Mount Olive family has blessed us abundantly! God has heard the prayers of His faithful people and we are healed!!

May God bless each and every one of you!

With love and gratitude,
Jim and Judy Day

December Readings

December 3 & 4: Isaiah 11:1-10; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3: 1-12; Psalm 72: 1-7, 18-19
December 10 & 11: Isaiah 35: 1-10; James 5: 7-10; Matthew 11: 2-11; Psalm 146: 5-10
December 17 & 18: Isaiah 7: 10-16; Romans 1: 1-7; Matthew 1: 18-25; Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19
December 24 & 25: Isaiah 62: 6-12; Titus 3: 4-7; Luke 2: [107] 8-20; Psalm 97




The Friendship Café
OPEN

Ttant You

——and-other noteg

Sunday, 7am to Noon
Wednesday’s

Thrivent Choice Dollars 8am to 10am

Come jorn your friends for a
cup of coffee and more.

If you are a Thrivent member you may
have Choice dollars that you can donate to
Mount Olive. Choice dollars that are
received by the church are used as
matching funds for things like the Burro
Sale, the quilt sale, the wood shop sale, etc.
These funds ultimately are donated to

other non-profit groups with a percentage

of the Choice dollars being used to support
programs within our church. If you are a

Thrivent member, go to Thrivent.com, log
into your account and look for Direct
Choice Dollars. For more info or / F YE

assistance, contact Jim Day at
760-887-7818. SHAWL MINISTKY

The northwest winds are blowing and the air has a chill to
it. It's a perfect time to cuddle up under a warm blanket or
wrap yourself in a shawl! Each shawl is prayed over as it is
being made and we pray that the recipient will feel the
warmth of God's loving embrace. The shawls are also

blessed at the altar and the weekend after Thanksgiving will
A Thank You Note from Pam Anderson be the next prayer shawl blessing at all services.

Thank you for the prayers and for the

cards I have received since my sister Sherry’s Our group will meet on Tuesday, December 13th at 10:00
passing in the Fireside Room. It is a chance for fellowship and

sharing stories, prayers and patterns. All are welcome to
join us and if you are interested in learning to knit or

Your kindness has been a comfort to crochet you may learn a new skill. We are also going out

me. We are so grateful to have our Mount to lunch afterwards this month. Please join us!!
Olive family.
God Bless You. Pam Many people are hurting this time of year due to illness,

loneliness, grief, and other life happenings. If you know of

someone who could use a shawl please contact one of these
ladies and they will make sure that a shawl is delivered.

Rev Craig Larson, Associate Pastor at Kathy Sporre 9268551704

Mount Olive, 1993-2001, will be installed Jerry Bodnar 928-680-1847

as Associate Pastor at Desert Hills Dorothy Schneider 928-453-8560
Lutheran Church, Green Valley AZ, on

December 4.

May you and your loved ones feel the warmth of God's
love this Christmas season. God's blessings to you!




Memorial Gifts

In memory of Dick Williams by Naomi Gilbertson to the Woodshop Ministry.
In memory of Nancy Wendt by Dick & Marcia Newark & Jerry Bodnar to the Quilting Ministry.
In memory of Nancy Wendt by Joe & Neoma Woischke to the Undesignated Memorial fund.

In memory of Nancy Wendt by Gary & Sharon Powers and Bill & Janice Dewey to the Building
fund.

In memory of Dorothy Murphy by Bernie & Kathy Sporre to the Prayer Shawl Ministry.

In memory of Dorothy Murphy by Betty Christenberry to the Cursillo Ministry.

In memory of Dorothy Murphy by Tom Holtz to the Building Fund Ministry.

In memory of Dorothy Murphy by Mary Ann Fleharty to the Undesignated Memorial Fund.
In memory of Bob & Lavonne Baer by Betty Christenberry to the Cursillo Ministry.

In memory of Dean Hendricks by Steve Philo to the Decorating Fund.

In memory of Dean Hendricks by Herb & Pam Anderson to the Outreach Ministry.

In memory of Alex Martinez by Herb & Pam Anderson to the Outreach Ministry.

In memory of Alex Martinez by Betty Christenberry to the Cursillo Ministry.

In memory of Frank & Joann Hamilton by Jerry Bodnar, Gary & Sharon Powers, Dick & Marcia
Newark, Bill & Janice Dewey to the Building Fund.

It’s time again to think about honoring or memorializing someone with a
beautiful poinsettia to go into our Poinsettia Garden that we have each
year. Envelopes will be available in the Welcome Center, and the cost will
be $15 again this year. Thank you for adding to our Christmas joy!

o Altar Guild—Volunteers Needed

We are looking for volunteers to work on the Altar Guild for a
month mostly once a year. Some have had to step down due to
medical issues. Contact Janice Dewey at 928-733-8234 if you are
interested.

The current and future volunteers are greatly appreciated.

A training class will be set up once we have new volunteers and any
current volunteers are welcome to attend.

Thank you, Janice Dewey




IF vent Coordinator Mcssage

December 2022

This is the season for Love, Joy, Hope and Peace. May you all be blessed in the coming New Year! I pray for this church
and congregation that Christmas brings you all everything this season has to offer.

Bible Study with Pastor All Schoonover Wednesdays November-February 2023 Noon in the Sanctuary

Friendship Cafe NOW OPEN! Coffee, pastries, goodies, and good ol’ fashioned friendship! Wednesdays from 8-10 am
Advent Worship Wednesdays in the Sanctuary @ 6pm

Quilters meet EVERY Thursday 8:30am -11am in the Parish Hall

Christian Education meets 12/12 @ 6:30pm

Outreach meets 12/13 @ 6pm

Family Fellowship meets 12/19 @ 6:30pm

COUNCIL meets 12/20 @ 7pm

I'look forward to seeing you all! Please continue to visit our website www.mtolc.com to see the latest news, events, up-
dates and more! Always on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn and YouTube!

Jenifer Clark, Event Coordinator

December 2022 Sunday School

Our 5-8th Graders new transitional ministry with Jill Ada in the youth room at 9:15am on Sundays has started. For
parents we welcome you to take a few moments to yourselves and gather together in support and connection in the
fireside room at 9:15. We will offer a very informal ministry opportunity designed to help you connect to other parents
and caregivers. Sunday school meets at 10:15 in the Nursery.

For youth and families you are all invited to participate in any of these events:
Sunday School-Sundays at 10:15am

5-8th Transition Ministry- Sundays at 9:15am

Pits High School group Thursdays 6:30-8p

Parents: 9:15am Sundays for Connection and Faith building

For any questions, to register or volunteer please contact Jen Clark at event@mtolc.com or 928-662-8764

Jenifer Clark, Sunday School Coordinator



http://www.mtolc.com
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Remembrance
Tree
Sunday 2:00 pm
December 11, 2022

Our 5th year of selling Remembrance Tree ornaments has been successful and we thank the
members of Mount Olive who purchased a memorial ornament in loving memory of someone
special in their lives.

A reminder that the service to hang your ornament is Sunday December 11th at 2:00 pm in the
Sanctuary. After the service we will go into the Friendship Cafe/ Fireside room to hang
your ornament.

Barbara Hanson LouAnn Striyle Bev Swanson
AND

REMEBRANCE TREE COMMITTEE WILL BE RETURNING THE ORNAMENTS PURCHASED
IN 2020 on Saturday January 7, 2023 before the 5:00pm service and also on Sunday January 8th
between the 8:00am and 10:00am service. PLEASE stop by and pick up your ornament(s).

Thank you
Barbara Hanson LouAnn Striyle Bev Swanson

LT T T, ST Tee

The Thanksgiving dinner was a success! With attendees and home deliveries, they served between 80 and 90 meals.

A huge shout out to all who attended and brought dishes to share. It was a great time for feasting and fellowship.

Thank you to Bill, Janice, Everett and Lisa Dewey who provided the Turkey, dressing, potatoes and gravy. Bill and
Janice’s granddaughters, Tonya and Rebecca also came to offer their assistance.

Thank you to all who helped with serving, clean up and home deliveries, Bob & Linda Jewkes, Shelly Hales, Denise
Corr and Gary Cash.

It was a great day for me spending time with my family and doing what we enjoy doing for the church and our
community.

God Bless,
Wanda Shockley, Office Manager

=T T S D st




A Message from
Bishop Deborah Hutterer

Dear Partner in Ministry,

2022 was a year where, after an almost 2-year pandemic hibernation, face-to-face life and
. activity started to resume. In your name, and through our partnership as congregation and
: synod, together we were able to:

« Accompany three congregations as they discerned potential Anchor church possibilities.

« Explore 2 new ministry possibilities: the West Valley Young Adult Ministry, and a
. partnership with the UCC for Nogales Latino Ministry.

© « Provide $202,874 in project and ACTS grants to 32 ministries and congregations for
: outreach and ministry in their communities.

: « Welcome 5 new candidates into candidacy and continue to accompany 27 candidates for
: Word and Sacrament and Word and Service.

« Continue support to Navajo Evangelical Lutheran Mission and House of Prayer for basic
human needs and spiritual formation of the Wisdom Keepers.

Your continuing commitment allows us to communicate Jesus, connect people, and create possi-
 bilities.

You make things happen as you support ministries across the synod and churchwide that you could

not accomplish on your own. Thank you for your faithfulness.

Your generosity makes all these things possible. Thank you for gifts and partnership as we are church
: together for the sake of the world. :

With you in Christ,
The Rev. Deborah K. Hutterer

Bishop

Grand Canyon Synod of the ELCA




. NETWORKTABLE "

PY Social Capital for the Common Good.
A MODEL OF OPEN TABLE INC.

MOL Network Table’s Thanksgiving List

Our Table continues to work on replacing Guiding Light's exterior doors and plans to assist a
Guiding Light staff person with critical periodontal work. As we work on our final projects, we are
grateful for the support from within and outside of the church.

We'd like to acknowledge partners helping us address the needs of Guiding Light:
A & A Electronics, Bruce Arnold
Advantage Windshield & Glass
Anderson Automotive Group
Anonymous Lowe’s Employee
BPOE Elks
Discount Tires
Gold Star Engraving
Havasu Embroidery & Screen Print
Jim Day
Joan Morbeto
Jon Katov
Keenan Supply
Lake Havasu Association of Realtors
Miles and Miranda Nelson
Mount Olive Lutheran Sunday School
Mount Olive Lutheran White Burro Sale
Mount Olive Lutheran Woodshop
Mount Olive Lutheran Youth
Rudy Glass
Scoops Homemade Ice Cream
Third Thursday Event’s Donors/Attendees
Western Safe & Lock

If we have missed anyone, we apologize. There will be more to thank before we are through. We
thank MOL congregation for your ongoing support of prayer!

Jen Clark, Kim Corbin, Shelly Hales, Kelly Hays-Thorson, Kris Kidder, Rita Kidder, Susan Leifer, and
Linda Paquette.

Network Table is a trademark of Open Table, Inc., and is used with permission.



December ig hiere!! The time we celebrate Jesus’ Girth!

Advent gervices starts December 30th thru December 15th @ 6:00 PM. Looking
forward to celebrating Advent with you!

A Church wide caroling event is planned for Dec 10th @ 5:30. A chili
supper will be served @ 5:30. Then will head out (after the service) to
spread some Christmas cheer to some members of our church who
cannot leave their homes. We will return to church at 8:00 for hot
coco and treats. Please bring your family, friends, neighbors, and
favorite treat to share!

During the 10:00 worship service on Dec 18 we will celebrate Jesus’ birthday with an
interactive Nativity reading! The congregation will be part of this year’s telling of the
Nativity story! What a great way to celebrate Jesus’ birth!!

Starting in Decenber the AITS will only meet on Thur Dec 1 and Thurs Dec 15th at 6:30 pm B2 Bold
will continue to meet on Sunday momings at 2.15.

No events December 20® —Janusry 7th. Pits will start up Jan 12th™ and BE BOLD Jan 15 Have 2
Merry Christmas!
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December Dates

THUR DEC 1* - Pits @ 6:30

SAT DEC 4™ - BE BOLD @ 9:15 Worship @ 10:00

WED DEC 7" - Advent Service @ 6:00

SAT DEC 10™- Caroling 5:30 - 8:00

SUN DEC 11" - BE BOLD @ 9:15 Worship @ 10:00

WED DEC 14" - Advent Service @ 6:00

THUR DEC 15"- PITS @ 6:30 Bell Ringing at Walgreens
SUN DEC 18™ BE BOLD @ 9:15/ 10:00 Worship Interactive Nativity reading
THUR DEC 22" & 29™ NO PITS

SUN DEC 25" & Jan1st NO BE BOLD

FRI DEC 24™- Christmas Eve services 4PM 6PM & 10PM
SAT DEC 25" - Christmas day services 9AM

it

To Our Church Family at Mount Olive

On behalf of Alex and myself, I want to Thank each of you for all the prayers, cards, phone calls and visits to Alex while
he was in the hospital and skilled nursing facilities in Havasu and Surprise. Your caring made his days brighter and
bearable.

Today Alex is with our Heavenly Father! I wan to thank you all again, on behalf of our children and family for your
continued prayers, cards and phone calls during this time of our loss.

We are truly Blessed to have you for our Church Family.

Your Friend in Christ,

Sharon Martinez and family
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MOUNT OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Council Meeting Minutes
October 18, 2022

Absent: none

I. Call to order: Jim called meeting to order at 7PM. Pastor shared prayer. Butch read an
inspiring devotion that explained the meaning of each line in the Holy Spirit Prayer.

Il. Standing Agenda ltems:

A. Agenda: Jim asked to add White Burro Sale and Balloon Festival as a New Business item.
Janet made motion to approve agenda with those additions. Mary seconded. Agenda
approved.

B. Minutes: Kris stated the order of some info from last month’s meeting should be switched
around due to discussion always coming after a motion is made (according to Robert’s
Rules of Order). Motion was made by Kris to accept the minutes with those changes and
Colleen seconded. Shelly will make necessary changes. Minutes approved.

C. Correspondence: none to report

D. Financial: Steve summarized the September General Fund balance (-$2,308.13) and the
YTD balance (YTD -$20,662.27). He recommended closing the Mission Fund and World
Hunger Fund, which have been itemized on the Restricted Fund report, because there has
been no income or expenses for at least 3 years. The envelope boxes that were printed for
individual members had specific envelopes fitled for those funds. We are no longer using
those envelopes due to the cost. Mary made a motion to close Mission and World Hunger
Funds and remove them from the Restricted Fund Report. Mike seconded. Motion carried.
Colleen made a motion to approve the financial report and Karol seconded. Financial
report was approved.

Steve passed out Draft #2 of the budget for the next fiscal year directing us to give
consideration to how we can lower the benevolences. There needs to be a decrease in
money spent in order to have a balanced budget and he feels this is the area to do that.
He explained the timeline for the council to approve a budget so that it can be presented
for a vote at the December 4th congregational meeting.

Coffee with Council feedback: Butch decided to “go to the people” instead of waiting at
a table for people to come to him. He went around to various tables in the café. One idea
shared was not doing live streaming hoping to boost attendance in person.
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MOUNT OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Council Meeting Minutes

October 18, 2022

F. Consent Agenda: Reports submitted included : Worship Board, Fellowship Committee, Event Coordinator, Outreach, PGE,
Property and Pastor’s report.

Kris requested pulling the NT report and the EC report. She asked for more details on the copyright issue causing us to be flagged in
our Facebook Livestream. Jenifer Clark knows all the facts about this. Putting it simply, some songs we use in our services can't be
livestreamed in all countries. There was a correction to be made on the Nertwork Table Report. The Scoops Fundraiser donations
totaled $535.

lll. Unfinished Business:

Corrections on the wording of the Fundraiser Policy Permission Form need to be made
therefore, this will be tabled for next month.

Van rides: Mike knows of someone from The Views complex who would like a ride to
church. Paul should put up a slide or an announcement can be made asking for
people to contact the office if they are willing to stop by The Views to pick people up
or if anyone who lives there needs a ride.

IV. New Business:

Burro Sale: A chairperson for the next sale needs to be identified. Shelly agreed to talk to
Leslie.

Balloon Festival: Jim asked for council’s permission to use the MOLC van to help shuttle
people to the festival in January. Jim made motion to use the van, with our
volunteer drivers, to shuttle people to and from the parking areas. Mike seconded.
No discussion. Motion passed.

V. Cadll to congregation:

Comments: Wanda noted that people who need a meal delivered the day of the
Thanksgiving meal should let the office know. She asked for council to spread the word. Last
year there wasn't any problem finding volunteers to deliver them. The Dewey family helped!

VI. Closing.

adjioun: Colleen made motion to adjourn and Karol seconded. Meeting adjourned at
8:05 PM with Lord’s Prayer.

Next Meeting date: November 15, 2022 @ 7PM

Prayerfully submitted by Shelly Hales council secretary

13
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