Welcoming All,
Growing in Christ

Sharing God’s Love
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Mgssage from our Pastor

I recently attended the Bishop’s Fall Gathering. This is one of
the few times throughout the year that fellow clergy have the
opportunity to gather together. It is meant to be a time of
intentional gathering for mutual support and some much-needed
down time to simply rest and relax. We also had some excellent
presenters who challenged us and gave us some food for thought
to reflect upon as we return to our ministry settings.

One of the topics we spent some time listening and reflecting
upon is lament. Lament is expressed often throughout scripture,
perhaps more than we realize. The primary text we reflected
upon was the passage of scripture from the Road to Emmaus.
Luke 24: 13-35. The verse that expresses lament is vs. 21 and it
begins with the words, “but we had hoped” that he would be the
one to redeem Israel.”

When we think of lament, it is oftentimes associated with
something that we grieve or a lost hope or dream. For these dis-
ciples walking on the road to Emmaus, they were lamenting the
loss of Jesus and all the hopes they had for his life and impact
upon them. Lament does oftentimes begin with a statement or a
thought that sounds like, “But we had hoped”.

I was pleased to have the opportunity to meet Debie Thomas.
She is one of the authors and columnists that I have quoted of-
tentimes in many of my sermons. She was a delight to listen to
and I can say without hesitation, her reflections and thoughts
did not disappoint. She is a person who is gifted with deep
theological reflection and she brings a meditative introspection
that challenges and encourages me.

One of the things she reminded us of is, we as a culture and to
some extent as a church, we have either lost our ability to lament
or we find ways to avoid lament in our lives. She said that one of
the reasons why we avoid lament in the life of the church is
because we think it will compromise our Christian witness. She
suggests that lament is a part of who we are and that if we took
the time to express lament, it would actually give us more
authenticity in our faith witness.
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR FELLOWSHIP,
SERVICE, and EDUCATION

Currently we offer
Worship

Saturday 5:00pm Traditional

Sunday 8:00am Traditional
10:00am Contemporary

Live Stream 8:00am & 10:00am

Visit our website mtolc.com. There are links for
Facebook and YouTube. Both of them allow you
to watch the service “live” or at a later time.
Communion is available on “live” participation.

Family Fellowship 3rd Monday 6:00 pm
Al-Anon Monday at 7:00pm
Men’s Fellowship Tuesday at 9:00am
Prayer Shawls 2nd Tuesday 10:00am
Outreach (Library) ond Tuesday 6:00pm
Gospel Guys Thursday 5:00pm
Chancel Choir Thursday 5:30pm
Ladies Ensemble Thursday 6:30pm
Quilters Thursdays at 8:30am
TOPS Fridays at 8:00am
TOPS Saturday at 8:00am
Praise Band Saturday at 9:00am
Sunday School TBD
LISTEN

KNLB FM 91.1 knlb.com
“Winds through the Olive Trees”

Sunday mornings at 9 am
“The Lutheran Hour” Sunday at 10 am




2023-2024 Mount Olive Council Liaisons Pastoral fcts

Shelly Hales......... President .
In Person Worship Hours

Jim Day...............Vice President 5:00 pm Saturday - Traditional
Susan Leifer......... Secretary...Liaison..........cceeu.e... PG &E In Person & Live Stream
Colleen Klatt....Treasurer.....Liaison...Family Fellowship Worship Hours
Karol Falsetti.............. (RE: T 1 PO Worship 8:00am Sunday Traditional
Mike Flesher.............. (RE T T T Property 10:00am Sunday Contemporary
Mary Hawkins........... Liaison............Family Fellowship The Worship Center open during busi-
ness hours and worship.
Hannah Joy................Liaison......... Christian Education p .
L o Office open 9am —3pm Monday—Friday

Kris Kidder.........c....... LiaisON...cccvevrirenncnnens Personnel . .

Pastor is available by phone
Craig Medhaug........... LiaisoN...cccceevrecnnccnnnnnns Outreach

715-338-2325

Ernie Swanson............LIAISON.......ccccevrrvervennscnsnnianns TBD

Office 928-855-2299
Craig Corbin........cccoevvvevnnnnnennnen. The Church Wanda 928-716-3556
Jenifer 928-662-8764
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She also said that culturally, we are moving away from community and connectedness and that has created a “toxic
culture of individualism.” She would argue and encourage us to move more toward connectedness which would
cultivate more of an opportunity for shared grief or shared lament.

She spoke of lament as something that we have a tendency to avoid, because we want to forget. She would contend
that grief or lament asks us to remember and that it actually allows the wound of loss to move us on to a healthy
place.

Her final point that is worthy of some contemplation and reflection is the idea or the concept that “we are called to
embody grief”. She asserted that we need to spend more time “paying attention to what our bodies are telling us”,
especially, in regard to lament and grief. Her caution is, if we lose lament, it can lead to calcification of our hearts
and we become numb to grief and suffering. She further cautions us that, “if we will not lament, we will not love.”

One of the things she encouraged us to do and we did practice this with a time for self-reflection. She encouraged us
to spend some time reflecting upon some of the things or feelings of lament that we have either avoided or ignored or
repressed. We simply started with the phrase, “But I had hoped......” and she allowed us time to ponder that and
encouraged us to write down some thoughts and reflections.

I found this to be challenging and I was a little apprehensive, but once I started the process, some reflections were
brought to light and it was good to bring those reflections to the written page.

She gave us some hope on the other side by suggesting that we allow Jesus “To be our holy editor”. To ask ourselves
and reflect upon the question, “What story frames your life right now?” She also quoted another author, Daniel Kirk,
who suggests, “Good stories begin and end with another.” It can lead us to a “holy restlessness.”

Take some time to lament, I believe you will find it helpful. Let Jesus into the story and the lament, let him be your
holy editor. Perhaps it will lead to a new story or a renewed “holy restlessness.”

Grace and Peace, Pastor Craig
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Remembrance Tree

Mount Olive Lutheran Church 6th annual Remembrance Tree to honor
loved ones, friends, or family. Ornaments will be available to purchase
starting Saturday, Nov. 4th before the 5:00pm service and on Sunday,
Nov. 5th between services and continue for 3 weeks. Ornaments are $15
each. The service to hang the 2023 ornaments will be on Sunday,

Dec. 10th at 2:00pm. Proceeds will go to Mount Olive's Outreach
Committee.

November Readings
November 4 & 5: Micah 3: 5-12; 1 Thessalonians 2: 9-13; Matthew 23: 1-12; Psalm 43
November 11 & 12: Amos 5: 18-24; 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18; Matthew 25: 1-13; Psalm 70

November 18 & 19: Zephaniah 1: 7, 12-18; 1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11; Matthew 25: 14-30; Psalm 90 1-8 [9-12]
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November 25 & 26: Ezebiel 34: 11-16, 20-24; Ephesians 1: 15-23; Matthew 25: 31-46; Psalm 95: 1-7a
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Bible Study

Wednesday 1:00pm Lakeview Room

Bible Study will be held weekly in the
Lakeview Room

No Bible Study on
November 22, 2023 or
December 27, 2023

We would like to thank everyone who attended our 65th
celebration. Our children and grandchildren did a
beautiful job.

Thank you for all the cards and gifts. They are all
appreciated. We will forever remember that day.

We have a a beautiful Church family.

God’s Blessings to everyone.

Bill & Janice Dewey

&

Memorials =

In memory of Chris Chambers to the Youth & Family Fund
by Sarah Chambers.

In memory of Frances Bertles to the Undesignated
Memorial Fund by Joni Webster and Marion Dietz.

The Friendship Café
OPEN

Sunday, 7am to 12pm

‘Wednesdays
8am to 10am

Come join your friends for a
cup of coffee and more.

SOPRAYER e
SHAWL MINISTRY

The prayer shawl group will meet on
November 14th at 10:00 in the Fireside Room.
We are looking forward to having some of the
snowbirds join us before long!

We continue to make shawls and lap robes
and are making hats for chemo patients at
City of Hope. It keeps us busy!

Please contact one of these people if you are
requesting a shawl or lap robe for yourself or
someone you know:

Kathy Sporre. 928-706-4626
028-680-1847
Dorothy Schneider 928-453-8560

Jerry Bodnar.

We have been blessed and pray the articles we
create will be a blessing to others. Happy

Thanksgiving &%




Wood Shop Season Has Begun

If you like making sawdust, come and join the wood
shop for fun and fellowship. The new season began
October 16", We meet on Mondays and Wednesdays
ﬂ\ i {@hl at 1:00 pm., but the shop is available to you any day of
._;__JW """ the week. This will be our 13t season of serving the

b church and community, so feel free to join in! For
more information, call Jim Day at 760-887-7818.

Looking for volunteers to help in the
Friendship Café on Sunday mornings and
possibly Wednesday during the winter
months.

Contact Janice Dewey if you are interest-
ed in volunteering

928-764-3758 Home
928-733-8234 Mobile
928-764-3331 Work

Email: wedjfd@yahoo.com

Altar Guild

Looking for Volunteers

We are looking to expand our Altar Guild volunteer
roster.

If you have a friend or family member that you
would like to spend a bit of time together each week
for a month or two during the year, consider joining
the Altar Guild.

Contact Janice Dewey if you are interested.
928-764-3758 Home

928-733-8234 Mobile

928-764-3331 Work

wedjfd@yahoo.com - Email
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Bible Quiz

Let’s have some fun to see how well
we know the Bible.

Answers will be posted in the next
issue of the Olive Branch

Questions!

This month’s questions:

1) How many locks of hair did Delilah have cut from the
mighty Samson’s head? (Judges 16: 18-20)

2) Who made a great throne with a lion standing beside
each armrest? (1 Kings 10: 19-21)

3) Who was the first of twelve apostles? (Matthew 10:
1-2)

Answers from last month’s questions:

1) Inthe Lord’s prayer, what is God asked to give us that
represents the basic needs of the day? Matthew 6: 9-11
Daily Bread

2) How long after Jesus’s resurrections did He ascent
into heaven? Acts 1: 2-3 40 days

3) With Joseph being his favorite, how many sons did
Jacob have? Genesis 35: 22 12
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November 2023
Sunday School

Sunday school meets at 10:15 am on Sundays in the
Nursery. For any questions, to register or volunteer please
contact Jen Clark at event@mtolc.com or 928-662-8764

Jenifer Clark

Sy |

Greetings from Butch Foster

My greetings to all the Ladies of the Church, for
making all the lovely dresses for the girls in Liberia.

I will give away most of them to the girls that go to
Day Memorial Lutheran Church in Harrisburg to be
shared with all. I know they will be thrilled to have
them.

Thank you and Blessings to you.

3rd Qtr Benevolence
Presented to

HCHF Food Bank.

Thank you to our wonderful congregation as we
donated $2,515.08 to the food bank from the 3rd
quarter benevolence.

Blessings to all of the volunteers that work day in
and day out to help everyone that goes through the
lines 4 days per week. We are very fortunate to have
a great group of volunteers.

Family Fellowship is hosting a
Cribbage Tournament. All are
welcome to attend in the Café on
Saturday November 11th from 9gAM
until a winner is crowned. The
grand prize is a unique handmade
Cribbage board made by our Wood
workers! Light refreshments will
be served.


mailto:event@mtolc.com

Holiday Resale

Thank you for all who donated their holiday items and to those who
helped set-up, sold during the sale, clean up and delivered leftover
items to Hospice of Havasu and the Elks for Kids Turn to Shop.

We gave $932.50 to the Food Bank towards meals during the Holiday
Season.




Saturday December 9th please join us for chili after

- 530PM. We will leave after church service and
everyone has some chili. Bring your holiday hats
and voices and after we finish there will be hot cocao

CAOLINCJ and cookies!

Sunday December 17th will be the Christmas
Pageant reading of the Nativity with

Congregational participation during the 10AM
service with refreshments to follow in the Café.

-

Wood Shop Chrlstmas Sale =
ALL HAND CRAFTED ITEMS >
C GG O
Saturday. Dec. 2rd
9am - 6pm
Sunday. Dec. 3th
7:00am-11:30a

T =

.\ﬂ..




SAVE THE DATE
MOUNT OLIVES

WW Feas!

TURKEY,DRESSING, POTATOES AND
GRAVY PROVIDED, PLEASE BRING A
SIDE DISH TO PASS

+

Thursday November 23rd, 2023
From 11am - 1pm
In Parish Hall

Delivery available to home hound
members

Call the office (928) 855-2299
. 4 . |
. |

V. ) & % Q\ - ‘
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Come and see the amazing workmanship and help support our Mount Olive
Quilting group in hosting their annual Quilt Sale.

All proceeds help this ministry provide quilts to those in need and ship all over the
World through Lutheran Missions.




Frogram & (_ommunication Managcr
November 2023
WELCOME FALL!

November marks a significant transition in our congregation. Many of our winter visitors are back, Thanksgiving activi-
ties are being planned, and children can’t wait for Christmas. There is a refreshing coolness in the air. As we enter this
next season in our church please be aware of events you can participate in all month long, including some of our weekly
activities.

Here is a list of the most recent activities coming up!

Common Monthly Activities:

Men’s Fellowship Tuesdays at 9 am in the Library

Choir groups are back in session Thursdays beginning at 5:30 pm
Youth Band will be meeting Thursdays at 6:30 pm

Prayer Shawl meets on November 14th at 10 am in the Fireside Room
Outreach meets on November 14th at 6 pm in the Library

Family Fellowship meets on November 14th at 3 pm in the Library
Council meets on November 21st at 7 pm in the Lakeview room

Bible Study with Janet Pippin weekly on Wednesdays at 1 pm in the Lakeview Room
SPECIAL NOTICES:

Christian Education Board is looking for a new Chairperson! We hope you will prayerfully consider this call to mission in our
ministry.

THANK YOU for your Fall Fun Fair and Trunk or Treat donations

The office will be closed for Veteran’s Day 10th, Thanksgiving 23rd, and the following Friday 24th
Youth Worship Service will be held on November 19th during the 10 o’clock hour.

Thanksgiving Eve Worship will be held on November 22nd at 6 pm in the Sanctuary

Annual Cribbage Tournament November 11th, 2023

Remembrance Tree Ornaments will be on sale in the Narthex

Boy Scouts are hosting a Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser and will also be selling tickets

Sign Ups posted for the Salvation Army Bell Ringing! Please consider donating your time to help raise money for the
community.

Are you struggling with live streams? Can’t get Facebook to work or are missing notifications? Please call Jenifer Clark in
the office at 928-855-2299 or on her cell phone at 928-662-8764 for assistance.

Here is a friendly reminder if Facebook isn’t working for you you can also access the direct link to YouTube right from our

webpage! o Look for this icon at the top and bottom of our web page for easy access.

Please continue to visit our website www.mtolc.com to see the latest news, events, updates, and more! Always on Face-
book, Instagram, LinkedIn, and YouTube!

Jenifer Clark
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MOUNT OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Council Meeting Minutes
September 19, 2023

Call to Order: Vice President Jim Day called to order the regular meeting of the Mount Olive Lutheran Church Council
at 7:00 pm on September 19, 2023 in the Lakeview Room.

In Attendance: Jim Day, Colleen Klatt, Susan Leifer, Pastor Craig, Karol Falsetti, Mike Flesher, Hannah Joy, Kris Kid-
der and Ernie Swanson.

Devotions and Opening Prayer: Pastor Craig led us in opening prayer. In lieu of devotions, Jim Day took the oppor-
tunity to acknowledge the prayer chain and their continued dedication to praying for our members.

Additions to the Agenda: Jim Day moved the Troop 1304 presentation as first on the agenda ahead of  general busi-
ness. Hearing no calls for any additional additions or changes, Colleen Klatt moved to approve. Karol Falsetti second-
ed. Motion carried.

Minutes from the Last Meeting: Jim Day called for any corrections or additions to the August 15, 2023 minutes. Hear-
ing none, Kris Kidder moved to accept the minutes as written. Colleen Klatt seconded. Motion carried.

Correspondence: Pastor Craig read a note from the Pregnancy Care group thanking the Outreach committee for their
continued support and donations of wipes and diapers.

Financials: Colleen Klatt presented the financial reports for August 2023. August showed a loss of almost $7,000.00
which is “typical” for the summer months. YTD we are showing a net income of slightly over $16,000.00. Pastor
Craig noted that these numbers are an improvement over 2022. Colleen also mentioned that she will start working on
the 2024 budget. Kris Kidder moved to accept the reports as presented. Ernie Swanson seconded. Motion carried.

Coffee with the Council Update: There was no Coffee with Council in September.

Consent Agenda: Jim Day moved to accept the consent agenda with the following reports received: Christian Ed,
Columbarium, Family Fellowship, Outreach, and Property. Karol Falsetti seconded. Motion carried.

Unfinished Business:

Audit Committee: The next meeting date is to be determined, but the committee is making progress. Jim Day suggest-
ed setting a completion date for the audit in time for the December congregational meeting. There is nothing
more to report at this time.

Long Range Planning: Oct 14 at 10:00 a.m. has been set aside for members to meet and submit input for what
they see as the long-range vision for our Church. A brainstorming session will be held and a list of priorities
will be developed at this meeting.

Window for Front Office: The first step will be to open up the drywall inside to assess what needs to be done
prior to installing the window.

By-Laws Change: Thank you to Steve Philo for submitting the verbiage for the by-law change. The proposal
passed at the congregational meeting held September 17, 2023 and is now in effect. Wanda Shockley will
submit the change to the Synod.

Nominating Committee: Lil Aston, Shelly Hales, Kris Kidder, Leighton Kidder and Helen Williams will serve
as the 2024 council member nominating committee. The slate of candidates was passed at the congregational
meeting held September 17, 2023. Kris Kidder will lead the committee.

12



MOUNT OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Council Meeting Minutes

September 19, 2019

Café¢ & Music Room Floor Care: Completed. Pastor Craig will be meeting with the owner of the company on

Friday, September 22™. The application appears to be uneven and hazy in some sections and needs to be
corrected. Payment is being withheld until the issue is resolved.

Scholarship Policy: Steve Philo previously emailed council members recommending that no changes be made to
the existing scholarship policies, but rather to incorporate education/professional development opportuni-
ties into the employee benefits package. This would become a new line item in future budgets. The per-
sonnel committee will meet and bring a proposal to council at some point in the future for consideration.

New Business:

Portico Benefits: Colleen Klatt reported that the Portico benefit increase percentages for 2024 were very minimal

and moved to continue to offer employees the Gold-Plus benefits package. Susan Leifer seconded. Motion
passed.

Troop 1304 Kindness Rock Garden: Representatives from Girl Scout Troop 1304 would like to place a Kindness
Rock Garden on the Church campus to satisfy one of the requirements of their Journey/Take Action badge.
They would be responsible for maintaining the area. Painted kindness rocks would be placed for individu-
als to take or to add. Susan Leifer moved to approve the project. Mike Flesher seconded. Motion carried.

Insurance Premium Estimates for Budget: Colleen Klatt will request new quotes from our insurance underwriter
and ask Butch Shaffer to investigate other offerings in preparation for the 2024 budget.

Budget Sub-Category Distribution: Colleen Klatt will distribute budget worksheets to committee chairs via email
and also place a printed copy in mailboxes in preparation for the 2024 budget.

Quilt Sale Fundraiser: Mike Flesher moved to accept the Quilters fundraiser request as submitted. Hannah Joy
seconded. Motion carried.

Call to the Congregation: Two new groups (quilting and square dancing) have submitted requests to use our Church as a
meeting place.

Walk on Items: None.

Motion to Adjourn: Kris Kidder moved to adjourn. Karol Falsetti seconded. Motion carried. Vice President Jim Day
adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m. The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Next meeting: October 17,2023

Minutes submitted by: Susan M Leifer

Page 2
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