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OPPORTUNITIES  FOR FELLOWSHIP, 
SERVICE, and EDUCATION  

Currently we offer 
Worship  

Saturday  5:00pm Traditional 

Sunday 8:00am Traditional 

                           10:00am Contemporary 

Live Stream  8:00am & 10:00am 
 

Visit our website mtolc.com. There are links for 
Facebook and YouTube. Both of them allow you 
to watch the service “live” or at a later time. 
Communion is available on “live” participation. 

 

Family Fellowship                 3rd Monday 6:00 pm 

Al-Anon                   Monday at 7:00pm 

Men’s Fellowship                      Tuesday at 9:00am 

Prayer Shawls                 2nd Tuesday 10:00am 

Outreach (Library)               2nd Tuesday 6:00pm 

Gospel Guys                                 Thursday 5:00pm         

Chancel Choir                            Thursday 5:30pm 

Ladies Ensemble                      Thursday 6:30pm 

Quilters                                   Thursdays at 8:30am 

TOPS                     Fridays at 8:00am 

TOPS                  Saturday at 8:00am 

Praise Band                                  Saturday  at 9:00am  

Sunday School                                                         TBD 

 

                         

LISTEN  

KNLB FM 91.1 knlb.com                                          
“Winds through the Olive Trees”  

Sunday mornings at 9 am   

“The Lutheran Hour” Sunday at 10 am 
 

 

Message from our Pastor  
 

 
Pray, Pray, Pray:  As we enter into the new year of 

2024, perhaps for some, you may want to consider the 

need for continuing to pray for our world, our country, 

our community and for the many great needs and         

injustices of our world.  The ELCA has a resource      

available for anyone to use.  It is entitled “For What Shall 

We Pray?”  It is available on the ELCA Worship blog.  

That link is,  blogs.elca.org/worship.  It was originally 

developed as a worship planning tool for pastors and 

those planning worships.   

The resource will still serve that purpose but it is          

expanding its purpose.  This resource is a weekly          

invitation for individuals, groups, and congregations to 

remain mindful of the needs of our world, and to lift one 

another up in prayer.  The other component of the       

resource is, it keeps us aware of the many events and   

observances during various days of the week, for           

example, Nobel Prize Day, Dec. 10, or Katharina von   

Bora Luther, renewer of the church, died 1552 (Dec. 20) 

This could be helpful for you if you find yourself to be 
one of those persons who has struggles with prayer or 
seem to be at a loss for words when praying.  This blog 
can be a very useful tool for helping us to put into words 
the many prayers that are needed.  The beauty of the   
resource is, the prayer petitions or needs are updated 
every week.  The prayers also have a broad scope, with 
many petitions for needs around the world.   Give it a 
look see and check it out.    Also check out Prayer Ven-
tures,  elca.org/Resources/ Prayer-Ventures.  Petitions 
for each day of the month. 
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                            Pastoral Acts 

   
In Person Worship Hours 

5:00 pm Saturday - Traditional 
In Person & Live Stream  

Worship Hours 
 

8:00am Sunday Traditional 

10:00am Sunday Contemporary 

The Worship Center open during   

business hours and worship. 

Office open 9am –3pm Monday—Friday 

Pastor is available by phone  

715-338-2325 

Office 928-855-2299 

Wanda 928-716-3556 

Jenifer 928-662-8764 

 

 2023-2024  Mount Olive Council Liaisons 

Jim Day……..President...Liaison…………....Columbarium 

Shelly Hales….……Vice President...Liaison…....Worship 

Susan Leifer……...Secretary...Liaison………………..PG & E 

Colleen Klatt….Treasurer…..Liaison...Family Fellowship 

Herb Anderson……………….Liaison……………Christian Ed 

Athena Conway……...Liaison…………Family Fellowship 

Karol Falsetti…………..Liaison……………….……....Worship 

Mike Flesher……….….Liaison….......................Property 

Hannah Joy…………....Liaison……....Christian Education 

Craig Medhaug………..Liaison……………………..Outreach 

Butch Shaffer……………..Liaison………………..…Outreach 

Ernie Swanson………...Liaison…………………...Personnel 

Craig Corbin…………..…………………..…………..The Church 

 

Message from our Pastor  cont’d pg. 1  

On a reflective note, we had a wonderful gathering of people from the congregation and the greater 

LHC community on Sunday afternoon,  Dec. 10.  The music ministry here at Mt. Olive presented “An 

Evening in December” with a wide variety of Christmas musical selections.  We heard music offerings from 

the Echoes of Light Praise band,  our Bell choir ensemble, an amusing, delightful quartet, the women’s   

ensemble and the Chancel Choir.  We were blessed to have five people from the Lake Havasu Community 

Choir join us for some additional support with our musical selections from Handel’s  Messiah.  A special 

word of thanks to those in leadership, especially Sharon Harvey, choir director,  Byrant Christenson,      

pianist-organist-accompanist,  Cheryl Kiszczak, bells director and Kevin Jackson, Praise Band director.  

And a word of grateful thanks to all of our voices in the various groups who worked and practiced hours 

upon hours to make this special concert possible.  It was a special blessing and an opportunity to extend 

the good news of the gospel to the greater Lake Havasu community.   

Food for Thought:   Words from Adrian Rodgers,  Don’t just Attend your Church. Love your 

Church!  Serve, Give, Invite, Worship, Evangelize, Join, Engage and Participate. 

We have much to be grateful for in the 2023 calendar year.  We are truly blessed as a faith community.  

Continue to do the faithful work that is set before you.  Be open to ways in which you can be a blessing to a 

neighbor, a fellow parishioner or a stranger.  And, as the following prayer suggests, be open to seeing 

Christ in places and people you least expect to see Him. 

“Lord make me an instrument of your love. Lord, help me to see you today, in the places where I would 

least expect to see you and in the people that I would least expect to see you.  Lord, help me to see with 

your eyes, feel with your heart and love with your love, because our ability to see with your eyes, feel 

with your heart and love with your love, only comes from the fact that you loved us first, and that is what 

makes it possible for us to be little Christ’s to one another. 

Grace and Peace,     Pastor Craig 
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                      January Readings 

January 6 & 7: Genesis 1: 1-5; Acts 19: 1-7; Mark 1: 4-11; Psalm 29 

January 13 & 14: 1 Samuel 3: 1-10 [11-20]; 1 Corinthians 6: 12-20; John 1: 43-51; Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18 

January 20 & 21: Jonah 3: 1-5, 10; 1 Corinthians 7: 29-31; Mark 1: 14-20; Psalm 62: 5-12 

January 27 & 28: Deuteronomy 18: 15-20; 1 Corinthians 8: 1-13; Mark 1: 21-28; Psalm 111 

January 
    Birthdays 
1) Mikael Ash 

 Monte McCue 

2) Wanda Karlin 

3) Tammi Dukes 

6) Larry Hanson 

 Margaret Lamb 

7) Shirley Allensworth 

 Andrew Lynnes 

8) Marion Dietz 

 Dean Monteith 

9) Emily Barney 

10)Kristoffer Ash 

 Jade Saari 

 Caryn Waldron 

11)Roger Pederson 

13)Evelyn Irwin 

16)Herb Anderson 

17)Lance Matzdorff 

18)Lexi Jones 

19)Jan Andersen 

 Wyatt Wafford 

20)Ray Maurer 

 Thomas Royer 

21)Skyler Gehrman 

 David Grenbemer 

 James Rucks 

22)Gwen Collins 

 Judy Day 

29)Janet Pippin 

30)Robert Iverson 
    

 

  

 

OLIVE LEAF AWARD  

 

As the olive-leaf bearing dove brought to Noah the good news that the flood had ended—-so you 

also have been a bearer of the good news in the Mount Olive family by your faithful                  

service….Thus reads the certificate of the Olive Leaf Award presented to Will Wright last month 

for exceptional service to God and church family since 2002 on Boards, Committees, and Council, 

assisting in worship services, VBS,  Havasu Mission of Love, as well as (on the outside) serving on 

Cursillo and Via de Cristo teams and  many years of volunteering for the Community Food Bank. 
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 Bible Study 

Wednesday 1:00pm Lakeview Room 

 Bible Study will be held weekly in the     

Lakeview Room 

 

 

    Notes 
 

New Member Orientation 

January 23rd & 30th, 2024 

6pm to 8pm 

To be held in the 

Lakeview Room 

Memorials 

In memory of Dennis & Frances Bertles to the Prayer Shawl 

Ministry by Bernie and Kathy Sporre. 

SAVE THE DATE!!!!!!! 

Time to declutter!!!! 

White Burro Rummage Sale 

February 8, 9 & 10, 2024 

More information to follow. 

Thank you for all the prayers for Earl Hawkins. 

His test came back negative for cancer and we 

are grateful for all the prayers. 

Blessings, 

Mary Hawkins 

 
This Photo by  

Get To Know Mount Olive Potato 

Bar in Cafe and Rock Painting with 

Girl scout Troup #14304 in the     
Parish Center!                                                             

Sunday February 11th please join us 
for Baked Potato Bar and ‘Get to 
Know Mount Olive’ after the 10 AM 
service in the Cafe. We will have   
information regarding all the        
opportunities in Mount Olive’s 
Committees and Ministries.  We 
will  we finish with Rock Painting in 
the Parish Center with the Girl 
Scouts where you can add to our 
Rock Garden! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Girl_Scouts_of_the_USA
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    Other Notes 

Bible Quiz 

Let’s have some fun to see how well 

we know the Bible. 

Answers will be posted in the next 

issue of the Olive Branch 

Questions! 

This month’s questions: 

1) Who was the other man on trial with Jesus whom the 

crowd freed? (Mark 15:7, 11, 15) 

2) Who was the first person to go to heaven that didn’t 

die in the flesh? (Genesis 5:24) 

3) Who was the father of Apostles James and John: 

(Matthew 4: 21) 

 Answers from last month’s questions: 

1) Who became a fugitive after killing an Egyptian? 

(Exodus 2: 11-15) Moses 

2) Who, along with the other apostles, said “We ought to 

obey God rather than men”? (Acts 5:29) Peter 

3) “___________” of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 

temperence:; against such there is no law. (Galations 

5: 22-23) “But the fruit” 

January 2024  

Sunday School    
 

Sunday school meets at 10:15 am on Sundays in the   

Nursery. For any questions, to register or volunteer please 

contact Jen Clark at event@mtolc.com or 928-662-8764 

 

Jenifer Clark 

Happy New Year from the Quilters!! 

We had a very fun and productive year. We even 

got Bill and Janice Dewey involved. Bill cut squares 

and Janice sewed quilt tops for us. A big thank you 

to the Deweys!! We are now in the process of      

finishing their quilts and they will be sent with 

Butch Foster to Liberia in March in addition to 

dresses for little girls. Lily and Juliet (junior      

quilters) joined us, when able, adding to the fun. 

We made $3,500.00 at our November Quilt and 

Craft sale which was sent to Lutheran World Relief 

in addition to the $1,300.00 we were able to send 

them from our spring sale. Thank you for your  

support. It was very gratifying to see the ladies of 

the church do some of their Christmas shopping 

with us. We’ve already started working on next 

year’s sale with new ideas. 

We all fell in love with a 4 year old girl who came to 

our sale to shop for a present for her Grandma. She 

picked out a needlework cross and paid with her 

own money. Needless to say we added items to her 

bag for herself since she’s on the right path. 

Than you to the ladies who donated yardage to us; 

Joan Morbeto for helping with our signs; Jeff   

Bodnar; and of course a big thank you to Jesse 

Clark. We appreciate your kindness and generosity. 

Wishing you all a healthy and Happy New Year! 

Marcia Newark,  Quilters Chairman 

Special thanks to Cathleen Royer and her 

students at Telesis Prepatory Academy 

for the awesome job of collecting non-

perishable food items for the local food 

bank. 

The challenge was put out to the         

members and she responded with      

bringing in 420 pounds of canned goods 

with the assistance of her students.  

What a great way to help our community. 

 

mailto:event@mtolc.com
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Dear Friends, 

Our Caring Community’s continued support of our precious mission is always so     
touching, so meaningful. Many of our patients are taking things one day at a time at this 
stage of their life, and thanks to donors like you, we are able to be there for them. 

 

Your recent inkind gift will be put to immediate use in support of patients and programs 
of Hospice of Havasu. Please accept our gratitude for the opportunity to lovingly meet 
the needs of all who come to us, regardless of their financial circumstances. 

 

Every dollar of your donation stays in Mohave County, helping us provide a number of 
important services to patients and families. As the largest not-for-profit hospice in    
western Arizona, we carefully and thoughtfully use your donations for the greatest good. 

 

Your generosity is a light that continues to shine brightly on the many patients and    
families we are privileged to serve. 
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Our 6th year of selling Remembrance Tree ornaments has 
been successful and we thank the members of Mount Olive 
who purchased a memorial ornament in loving memory of 
someone special in their lives. 

 

The service is always emotional and sharing your story as 
you hang your ornament hopefully helps in the healing. 

 

"Death leaves a heartache no one can heal, Love leaves a 
memory no one can steal" 

 

Barbara Hanson          Betty Shaffer          Helen Williams 

If you purchased a Remembrance Tree Ornament(s) in 2021 we will be returning 
them on Sunday January 14th between the services in the Fireside Room.  If you 
are unable to pick up your ornament then and you have a mail box in the Narthex 
we will be putting your ornament in there .  Otherwise we will hang on to your     
ornament and call you to make arrangement for delivery. 

 

Barbara Hanson 

928-208-8551 

Scam Alert:  
If you receive a text from Pastor Craig requesting help or 
urgent need DO NOT RESPOND. This is a scam. Pastor 
does not operate this way. If the Pastor needs help, he will 
call personally or announce in church. 
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 White Burro Rummage Sale 2024 
 

If “decluttering” is on your New Year’s resolution list, here’s an idea: 
poke around a bit in the back of those closets as you are putting away 
your holiday decorations. Got clothes you don’t wear? Unused linens, 
household, or kitchen items? Start setting these things aside now as 
our big rummage sale is coming up quickly. 
 

2024 SALE Dates & Times: 

Thursday February 8th 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Friday February 9th 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Saturday February 10th 8:00 a.m. to noon 

 
Volunteers will be setting up for the sale and accepting donations beginning on Monday (2/5)      
between 8:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. and continuing through Wednesday (2/7) during those same 
times each day. Questions about donation pick-up should be directed to Steve Philo (928.715.6877) 
or Barbara Hanson (928.208.8551). 
 
There will be a brief volunteer meeting on Sunday January 7th at 9:15 a.m. in the Lakeview Room to 
review plans and share more information. Please plan to attend if you can help this year. Sign-up 
sheets will be available if you have a few hours to give. 
 
All proceeds from the sale this year will go to the Havasu Community Health Foundation for their 
greatest need. They feed the hungry, comfort the sick, and clothe our neighbors. Your gently used 
items and volunteer hours make these blessings possible. God’s work: our hands. 

 

Family Fellowship is hosting a Bunco Event. 
All are welcome to attend in the Café on     
Sunday January 14th after the 10 AM service 
from 11:30AM until a winner is crowned.  
Light lunch and refreshments will be served. 

The prayer shawl group will meet on January 9th at 10:00 in the 
Fireside Room.  We look forward to seeing what  everyone has 
made and sharing patterns.  All are welcome to join us!   

   Thanks to all who have donated yarn to our ministry.  Be assured that it is being put to a good use!   

   The shawls are prayed over and blessed and our hope is that the recipients find peace, comfort and 
hope as they wrap themselves in their shawl.  If you know of someone who could use a shawl or need 
one for yourself please contact: 

Kathy Sporre              928-706-4626 

Jerry Bodnar              928-680-1847 

Dorothy Schneider.   928-453-8560 
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MOUNT OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Council Meeting Minutes 

November 21, 2023 

 

Call to Order: President Shelly Hales called to order the regular meeting of the Mount Olive Lutheran Church Council at 7:02 pm 

on November 21, 2023, in the Lakeview Room. 

In Attendance:  Shelly Hales, Jim Day, Colleen Klatt, Susan Leifer, Pastor Craig, Karol Falsetti, Mike Flesher, Mary Hawkins, 

Hannah Joy, Kris Kidder, Craig Medhaug and Ernie Swanson. 

Devotions and Opening Prayer:  Pastor Craig led us in opening prayer.  Karol Falsetti shared a devotion. 

Additions to the Agenda:  Shelly Hales called for any additions or changes to the agenda.  Pastor Craig asked to add a discussion of 

a radio station banner request to New Business.  Kris Kidder asked to add a discussion of employee scholarship benefits to Unfin-

ished Business. Colleen moved to accept the modified agenda.  Mary Hawkins seconded.  Motion carried.   

Minutes from the Last Meeting:  Shelly Hales called for any corrections or additions to the October 17, 2023, minutes. Hearing 

none, Jim Day moved to accept the minutes as written.  Kris Kidder seconded. Motion carried.  Shelly Hales then called for ap-

proval of the October 26, 2023, Executive Board minutes.  Colleen Klatt moved to approve. Susan Leifer seconded.  Motion car-

ried. 

Correspondence: Mount Olive received an invitation to the Faith & Grace fundraiser to be held on December 5 th. 

Financials:  Colleen Klatt presented the financial reports for October 2023.  Net income for the month was $8,630.58.  Year to date 

net income totaled $20,229.21.  Ernie Swanson moved to accept the reports.  Mike Flesher seconded.  Motion carried. Colleen also 

made mention of the current CD rates which are paying significantly more than what we receive on our existing accounts.  A mo-

tion was made for Jim Day and Susan Leifer to research and report back to council for a vote no later than December 15 th.  Mary 

Hawkins seconded.  Motion carried. 

Coffee with the Council Update:  None. 

Consent Agenda: Susan Leifer asked to pull the Program Communications Manager report.  Pastor Craig asked to pull the Pastor’s 

report.  Jim Day moved to approve the modified Consent agenda with the following reports received:  Christian Education, Family 

Fellowship, Outreach, Pastor’s Report, Program Communications Manager, Property and Worship. Colleen Klatt seconded.  Mo-

tion carried.  Susan Leifer suggested that a graph with 24 months of data be provided for the metrics reported by the Programs 

Communication Manager rather than a list of numbers.  Pastor Craig asked for feedback on the newly adopted Power Church soft-

ware which is being implemented to help keep people on task.  Points made during the discussion will be given to Jenifer Clark to 

review. 

Unfinished Business: 

Audit Committee:  The audit covering the period June 2022 – December 2022 is complete.  The committee made no recom-

mendations.  Colleen Klatt will ensure that the report is signed by herself and the head of the committee.  Jim Day 

moved to approve.  Susan Leifer seconded.  Motion carried. 

Long Range Planning: Jim Day asked for a list of names of past members, members not attending, and non-members to ask 

to take part in the survey for additional data to be presented to Council. 

Window for Front Office:  The process has been delayed as the original contractor is unable to complete the installation.  

Jim Day has asked a member of the wood shop to volunteer.  An update will be provided at the next meeting. 

 Nominating Committee: These are the seven individuals running for Council:  Shelly Hales, Karol Falsetti, Steve Philo, 

Jerry Govoni, Herb Anderson, Butch Shaffer and Athena Conway as the youth representative.   
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MOUNT OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Council Meeting Minutes 

November 21, 2023 

2024 Budget: Colleen Klatt, representing the Executive Committee, moved to accept the proposed 2024 Budget to be pre-

sented at the Annual Congregational meeting on December 3, 2023.  Mary Hawkins seconded.  Motion carried. 

Employee Scholarship Benefit: Kris Kidder led the discussion regarding the proposed benefit presented at the October Coun-

cil meeting.  Colleen Klatt will meet with the Personnel Committee in January to make further recommendations as 

discussed, and report back at the January 2024 Council meeting.  

New Business:  

List of Current Members:  Betty Christenberry has contacted all individuals who are no longer actively attending church to 

see if they would like to continue as members.  Jim day presented the list of people who have either asked to be re-

moved, have not responded or whose contact information is no longer available.  Jim Day moved to have the people 

on the list removed from the current membership roll.  Ernie Swanson seconded.  Motion carried. 

Rental Property Management Company: Jim Day reported several issues that have occurred since our current management 

company was bought by Home River Group. In addition, our former, long-time property manager has resigned and 

moved to Lake Havasu City Property Management. Rents for our three properties had been increased without our 

expressed approval.  Jim Day asked to move the management of our properties over to Lake Havasu City Property 

Management and to establish a rent of $850.00 per month for all three properties.  Mike Flesher moved to approve.  

Mary Hawkins seconded.  Motion carried. 

Flag/Banner in Lakeview Room: Jim Day asked for permission to hang a flag and banner for the Lions Club in the Lakeview 

Room.  The group currently sets up and removes them at each meeting. After discussion Jim Day moved to accept the 

proposal. Craig Medhaug seconded.  Motion carried. 

Radio Station Banner: Pastor Craig was approached by Murphy Broadcasting asking for permission to hang a banner in our 

parking lot to advertise the station. The consensus of the Council was a resounding, “No”. 

 

Call to the Congregation: Wanda Shockley reminded everyone to get their annual reports submitted so the packet can be made 

available in the Narthex this weekend, ahead of the Congregational meeting. 

A question was raised regarding the audit of Restricted Funds.  Colleen Klatt stated that there is no specific audit of any particular 

fund.  It is a general audit of receipts and expenditures by the Church. 

It was suggested that we review Roberts Rules of Order at a future meeting.  The suggestion was noted. 

Walk on Items: The parking lot will be painted/striped on Monday, November 27th. 

Motion to Adjourn:  Karol Falsetti moved to adjourn. Kris Kidder seconded.  Motion carried.  President Shelly Hales adjourned the 

meeting at 8:57p.m.  The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Next meeting: December 19, 2023 

Minutes submitted by:  Susan M Leifer 

 

Page 2 
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